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CITY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. 


of my last letter to you, I beg leave to re- 
mind you, that my reasons for using this 
mode of communicating my sentiments to 


tl 


body of persons of whose sound understand- 
ing one has an experimental proof, one is 
more likely to be cautious in Stating, and 
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and having seen so little of that spirit else- 
w 
your due, to’ appeal to you more particularly 
than to any other part of the nation; and, 
3d, that Iam fully persuaded, that, first or 


la 


Upon, as to all matters whether foreign or 
domestic, will be adopted and acted upon by 
the whole of the people of this kingdom. 
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But it is, nevertheless, to be feared, that the immediate wants of the ministers, the immediate pressure 
of the times, may induce them to cuncede now, with the hope, perbaps, of undoing their concession 
hereafter, upon the ground of its having been extorted from them. A vain hope, indeed! for the tery 
effect of the concession will be to prevent them from ever undoing the deed ; amd, moreover, as long as the 
present systera remains, the country would, by such concession (supposing it to extend toa relinguish~ 
ment of any part of our right of search), be disabled for the resisting of further encroachment. This, 
one would think, they must plainly perceive ; yet, if they should be persuaded, that a refusal to concede 
will produce a diminution in the source*of the taxes, I am greatly afraid, that, acting here, as they have 
done every where else, upon the Pitt system of temporary expedicney, they will concede, — Such are 
my fears. If the eventshall prove them groundless, noone will more heartily rejoice than myself, and 
no one will be more feady to give praise unto those by whom the unjust demands of the American States 
may have been resisted; but, incase of the realizing of these my fears, I shall not be backward in say- 
ing all that I dare, under our present laws, tosay, against every one, who may have participated in pluck- 
ing this other, and almost the last, feather from the wings of my country. Under any circumstances, 
however, under any laws, that do, or that may exist, I shall still have the power, andI am sure I shalt 
have the will, to bestow on them my hatred, and to treasure up in my heartthe hope of seeing the day, 
when the rest of my countrymen will think upon the subject as I dé, and will have the power as well as 
the inclination to act accordingly. The man who makes any part of his happiness to Consist in promoting 
the welfare of his country, should never give way to feelings of despair or of disgust; or, at any rate, he 
should never permit those feelings so far to prevail as to deprive him of hope, or to check the operations 
of his zeal. The man whose mind is fashioned for taking a share in those enterprizes, no matter of what 
sort, that are connected with the fate of his country, will suffer no disappointments, no rebuffs, no acts 
of folly or of wickedness; whether in the rulers or the people, to turn him aside from his pursuits. Such 
aman, if, with all his exertions, he be unable to prevent evil from being done, instead of despairing will 
see new hope of good even from the excess of evil; and, applying these observations to the case before 
us, if, unhappily, our ministers, acting from the influence before described, were now to yield the most 
valuable of our rights to the American States, we ought sti!! not to despair, but to labour with mofe 
assiduity than ever in the producing of a state of things, which would enable our country to recover those 
rights, and to hold them without the chance of their being again surrendered by such men and from 
such motives ; we should labour with ‘more eagerness and resolution than ever in the producing of a state 
of things, which would, for a long time, at least, prevent the possibility of the recurrence of such a 
surrender,””"——-PoLiTICAL ReGisTER, 20 Dec. 1806, Vol. X. p. 979. 
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TO THE The writer of the Independent Whig, 
INDEPENDENT ELECTORS whose talents and whose undaunted courage 

tages te is quite worthy of all the admiration they 


have excited, is, notwithstanding his talents, 
mistaken, as he very well may be, with res- 
pect to what he calls the tm policy of the con- 
duct of our commanders upon the American 
station. He says, that it is absurd to appre- 
hend any serious injury to our maritime 
power from permitting the Americans to in- 
veigle away and detain our seamen ; and, he 
asserts, that, for one British sailor that there 
is on board the ships of America, there are 
fifty Americans, and ofhers, on board of Bri- 
tish ships. This is an assertion calculated to 
give ns a higher opinion of this writer's bold- 
ness than of his information upon the subject 
on which he is writing ; for, the seamen on 
board the American ships amount to about 
70,000, and, uper divers oceasions, when I 
was in America, it was stated, and generally 
acknowledged, that ohe fourth part of the 
seamen on board of American ships, were 
subjects born of this country ; and, as to fo- 
reigners on board of our ships, the number 
is comparatively trifling, aud usust be su, be- 
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cause our officers have so great a dislike to 
them. Itis hinted, that desertion from our 
ships might be prevented by avoiding to im- 
press men on board, and by treating the sea- 
men better when on board. Now, though, 
upon any of the principles of a free govern- 
ment, the impressing of seamen cannot be 
fully defended, still it is a thing which has 
always existed in England; and, it follows, 
of course, that, when a man, or boy, first 
enters a coal or any other merchant ship, he 
is well aware of the condition, namely, that 
when the greater service of the country re- 
quires him, he is liable to be taken into that 
service. When a practice has existed for so 
many ages, under all descriptions of kings 
and queens, and under all political revolutions, 
it requires much thought upon the matter 
before it be held up to public execration. I 
will draw no comparison between the im- 
pressing of seamen and the ballot for the 
militia, the latter being evidently partial in 
the last degree ; but, those who are the most 
strenuous advocates for the liberties of the 
people, are ready to acknowledge, and, in- 
deed, to insist, that every /andsman, capable 
of bearing arms, is, and ought to be, liable 
to be called forth in defence of the country, 
if need require; and, if this be just, what 
injustice is there in calling forth seamen, in 
cases of similar need? Nor will it, I think, 
be objected, that, in the latter case, the call 
eperates partially ; it applies to all seamen ; 
and, observe, that, from all calls in defence 
by land, seamen are exempted; to which 
may be added this circumstance, that sea- 
men, when impressed, are not taken from 
their homes, and put into a new and strange 
state of life; but are taken from one ship to 
be put into another, have the same sort of 
labour to perform, and the same sort of life 
to lead ; whereas the landsman, called forth 
to bear arms, is taken from his home and his 
business, is exposed to hardships unfamiliar 
to him, and returns, in all probability, in- 
jured in his mind, body, or estate. As to 
the treatment of our sailors when on board, 
my belief is, that much improvement might 
be made; but, Gentlemen, be you assured, 
that, as long as confinement shall be irk- 
some to man; as long as change of scene 
shall be delightful to him; as Jong as a han- 
kering after recreation.and an indulgence of 
his desires shall form the leading propensities 
of his mind, so long will seamen, to what- 
ever country belonging, and however treated 
while on board, continue, occasionally, to 
gesert, and especially when they can do it 
with certain impunity. Numerous, there- 
fore, as the ships of America are ; met with 
as they are in al) the ports of the world, how 
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| could we possibly keep our seamen, unless 


we maintained and exercised the right of 
searching for them? Theirs we might have 
in return; but, theirs we do not want. We 
want to keep our own; we want to avoid 
confusion, a mixture of nations. .Ships of 
war, indeed, the Americans have not many; 


| but, if we admit the principle, that the na- 


tional flag is to cover every thing, I will war- 
rant it, that we shall soon see enough of the 
American national flags; and, as I before 
stated, we should see our own seamen, col- 
lected by the Americans, transferred to the 
service of France, by whom special care 
would be taken, that they should not again 
desert. This would, unquestionably, be the 
greatest evil that we could possibly expe- 
rience ; and this evil, unless we submitted to 
all the demands of America, however extra- 
vagant in themselves and however insolently 


| urged, we should very soon have to en- 


counter. 

But, Gentlemen, this writer, feels, or, at 
least, he expresses, great alarm, lest the Ame- 
ricans should shut their ports against our 
goods, in which feeling he has for rivals 
those disinterested patriots and profound po- 
liticians, the merchants trading with Ame- 
rica, whose Proclamation I will here insert 
for your,perusz!. It is dated from the Ame- 
rican ‘*CHAMBER oF ComMERCE” at Liver- 
pool, August 11th, 1507. ‘* At a general 


“** and very numerous meeting of the mem- 


** bers of this association held this day, it 
** was resolved unanimously, that the fol- 
** Jowing circular letter, prefixed by this 
‘** resolution, be printed, and that the vice- 
‘“* president (in the absence of the presi- 
** dent) be requested to sign the same, on 
‘** behalf of the American Chamber of 
“* Commerce in Liverpool, and to transmit2 
‘* copy thereof to Philip Sansom, Esq. Chair- 
“* man of the Committee of American Mer- 
** chants in London. Resolved, that the 
** secretary do also furnish the several mem- 
‘* bers of this association with copies, to be 
** transmitted, as they in their diseretion may 
“* deem expedient, to their respective cor- 
** respondents in Great Britain and Ireland. 
«© (CiRCULAR.) Sir,—A Meeting of 
the Members of the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce, at this port, has bees 
convened this day, for the purpose of 
taking inio consideration the present se 
Tious and critical state of affairs, as reia- 
ting to the intercourse between. the Bil- 
tish Empire and the United States of An 
erica—When it is considered how ¢s- 
sentially the vital interests of both the 
countries are concerned in a maiptain- 
ance of the relations of amity and com 
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«« juncture, it must be the wish of every 
«« ‘sincere friend to his country, whether 
«« Briton or American, that these relations 
«* should not be interrupted, unless such 
« interruption be rendered inevitable by 
some imperious and irresistille necessity, 
« arising from that regard which it 1s in- 
‘ cumbent on every country to pay to its 
‘ honour and its interest.—If the manu- 
« facturers and merchants of this kingdom 
« shall be convinced that the conduct of the 
« British government towards the United 
‘© States of America has been and continues, 


~ 


~ 


~ 


“« such as becomes a government desirous of 
« preserving the relations of peace and ami- 


“ ty; and if it should now be found that 
these relations cannot longer be pre- 
« served, without compromising the honour, 
‘‘ and thereby sacrificing the best interests 
‘* of the British empire, it is hoped there 
‘* are no sacrifices or privations to which the 
‘‘ manufacturers and merchants will not 
“ cheerfully submit, in order to prevent 
* such consequerices.——If, on the contra- 
“ry, the manufacturers and merchants of 
this kingdom shall be convinced that the 
‘** intercourse, which has now subsisted for 
‘more than twenty years, between the 
“ British Empire and the United States of 
““ America, with so many, and such pro- 
"* gresstvely increasing advantages to each, is 
“in danger of being interrupted by an as- 


~ 


“ 
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merce, and particularly at the present { Corresponding Society, of which he is 











| goods. 


‘* sertion to claims, incompatille with a due | 


“regard to the FQUAL RIGHTS of both 
“ countries, or by unjust conduct on the 
“ part either of the British government, or 
‘* of any persons acting under its authority, 
“it then becomes a duty to exercise that 
‘invaluable privilege,—the essential bul- 
2 wark of the British constitution,—of re- 
_, Spectfully making such representations to 
‘ the government as the circumstances of 

the case may require. And as these 
3 circumstances may be such as to render it 
highly important that the persons making 

such representations shonld act with 
promptness, and in concerts—I am re- 
quested to inform you that, if such cir- 
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the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Liverpool hold themselves in readiness 
to correspond and co-operate with the ma- 
nufacturers and merchants of Great Bri- 
taia and Jreland, for the attaitiment of 
the important objects herein-mentioned. 
. [have the honour to be, Sir, your obe- 
_, dient servant,—Jouw Richarpson, Vice 

President.” 

Now, Gentlemen, ‘though I do not 
deny, that Mr. Joho Richardson and the 
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cumstances should arise, the Members of | 
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Vice President, have a perfect right to ase 
semble and to invite others to ‘* co-operate”’ 
with them in order to act with ‘* prompti- 
** tude;” in endeavouring to obtain, though 
contrary to the will of government, the ob- 
jects which they have in view; though I by 
no means deny them this right, | greatly 
fear, that, if you were to form a Corresponds 
ing Society, for the purpose of effecting, 
“© by promptness and concert,” an abolition 
of useless places and pensions, and for a res- 
toration of the aet passed in the reign of king 
William III. ‘‘ for the better securing of 
the rights and liberties of the people ;” if 
you were to form a Corresponding Society 
for this purpose, and were to do me the ho- 
nour to make me “‘ Vice President” of it, IL 
greatly fear, that John Richardson and his 
Society would, toa man, vote for my being 
hanged, and your being transported; and 
yet, itis, I think, evident, that our right, in 
the case supposed, would be as clear as that 
of the ‘* Chamber of Commerce” now is. 
But, leaving this worst of all aristocracies 
to enjoy its day, and waiting patiently for the 
arrival of our day, let us examine a little, 
Gentlemen, into the grounds of the alarm, 
expressed by the Independent Whig and the 
Chamber of Commerce, at the probability of 
seeing the American ports shut against our 


Gentlemen, part of the wool (one article 
is enough, for the same reasoning applies to 
all), which grows upon the backs of sheep, 
which feed upon the grass, which grows 
upon the land of England, is made into 
cloth of various denominations, which cloth 
is made by English Jabour, and is afterwards 
sent to clothe the Americans, Now, does 
it appear to you, that it would do as any 
great injury, if the Americans were to refuse 
to wear this cloth; if they were to refuse to 
receive the benefit of so much of the produce 
of the soi] and of the labour of our country ? 
They must go naked and absolutely perish 
without this cloth; but, that I lay aside, for 
the present, as of no account. What injury 
would it do us, if they were to be abie to 
prevent our woollens from entering their 
ports ? Why, my assailant of the Indepen- 
dent Whig will say, perhaps, that such pre- 
vention would be the ruin of thousands; 
that it would break up our cloth manufacto- 
ries, and produce starvation amongst the 
cloth makers. This sweeping way of de- 
scribing is always resorted to in such cases; 
but, Gentlemen, though we actually clotie 
the Americans, they do not take off one tenth 
part of our cloth. And, supposing. it possi- 
ble for them effectually to put a stop to this 
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outlet, how would it injure us? The con- 
séquence would be, that cloth would be 
cheaper in England; the consequence of 
that would be, that wool would be cheaper ; 
the consequence of that would be, that sheep 
would be less valuable; the consequence of 
that would be, that less of them would be 
raised. But, the feed which now goes to 
the keeping of part of our sheep, would go 
to the keeping of something else, and the 
Jabour now bestowed upon part of our wool- 
Jen cloths, would be bestowed upon some- 
thing else; in all probability upon the land, 
which always calls for labour, and which 
never fails to yield a grateful return. 

There is, Gentlemen, as it were by pre- 
concert, by regular system, aloud cry, upon 
all occasions, set up about our loss of com- 
merce. Wars have been made, over and 
over again, for the sake of commerce ; and, 
when the rights and honour of the nation 
are to be sacrificed by a peace, the regaining 
or preserving of commerce is invariably the 
plea. To hear these merchants and their ig- 
norant partizans talk, one would almost sup- 
pose, that, if sincere in their expressions of 
alarm, they must look upon commerce as 
the sole source of our food and raiment, and 
even of the elements which are necessary to 
man's existence. Commerce, they tells us, 


is ‘‘ essential to the vital interests” of the 
country. Who would not suppose, that 
commerce brought us our bread and our wa- 


ter. Gentlemen, to support commerce, the 
wars in Egypt were undertaken; the wars 
in India are carried on without ceasing; the 
war in South America, and in Africa are now 
undertaken. Oh! What English blood and 
English labour and English happiness 
and English honour has not this com- 
merce cost! But, “ without commerce 
“‘ how are we to defray the expeuces 
“* of government, and the interest of the 
“* national debt?” This is a question that 
every frightened female puts to one; and, 
realiy, notwithstanding it is well known 
that England has been upon the decline of 
power ever since she became decidedly com- 
mercial, and that France has grown in 
power in the same proportion as her com- 
merce has declined, ‘till, at last, having 
lost aii her commerce, she is become ab- 
solute mistress of the whole of the conti- 
nent of Europe ; notwithstanding this, the 
commercial tribe, with Pitt at their head, 
have so long and so impudently assumed, 
that it is commerce that ‘‘ supports the na- 
** tion,” that it is not to be wondered at, 
that aman vtfo'is. foolish enough to have 
his all in the farmds, should be alarmed, lest 
he should ‘tose ‘his dividends with the loss af 
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commerce. The merchants would fain per- 
suade us (perhaps they may really think so) 
that their goods and their ships pay the 
greater part.of the taxes. ‘ Look, here!" 
say they, pointing to their imports and ex. 
ports. That is very fine, for afew hun- 
dreds of them; but what is it to the whole 
of the nation? .** But,"’ say they, “ look 
‘* at the Custom-House duties.” Yes, and 
who pay those duties? It is we, Gentle- 
men, who pay those duties. The payment 
comes out of our labour, and from no other 
source whatever. The people of America 
have been cajoled by this sort of doctrine, 
“© We pay no taxes,” says one of their boast- 
ing citizens, ‘* except such as are imposed 
‘* upon foreign commodities.” That is to 
say, except such as are imposed upon Rum, 
which is tothem what beer is to us; Sugar 
and Coffee, of which, in part, the break- 
fast of every human creature in the country 
is composed ; Woollens and Linens and Cot- 
tons, without which the people must go 
naked by day and be frost-bitten by night. 
But, what is the difference, Gentle- 
men, whether they pay a tax upon their 
coats, or whether they pay it upon their 
candles ? | 

But, Gentlemen, bearing in mind, how- 
ever, that we pay the custom-house duties, 
let us see what proportion those duties bear 
to the whole of the taxes raised upon us. 
The whole of the taxes, collected last year, 
amount to about 50 millions; the custom- 
house duties, exclusive of coals, and goods 
carried from one part of the kingdom to 
another, to about 5 millions! Supposing, 
therefore, that, if we did not pay these 5 
millions in this way, we should‘not possess 
them, to pay in any other way, if called 
upon; supposing this, is there here any 
falling off to be alarmed at? Why, Gen- 
tlemen, the Barley alone of England, pay’, 
in malt and in beer, more clear money into 
the Exchequer than all the shipping and all 
the foreign commerce put together ; and, 2 
tothe revenue arising from the. trade with 
America, it is less than what arises from the 
porter which you drink in the City of West 
minster alone. The fact is, Gentlemen, 
that the means of supporting fleets and 
armies, the means of meeting all the squai- 
derings that we witness, the means of pay- 
ing the dividends at the bank; . come out of 
the Jand of the countty and the jabour of its 
people.” These are the sources, from which 
all those means proceed ; and‘ all that the 
merchants, and ministérs like mefchants, 
tell. us about the resources of comrnierce, 


|.means merely this, that while~’ we are 





seating at every pore ta pay tlre taxes, = 
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265] | 
ought to believe, that the taxes are paid by 
others. I will tell you, Gentlemen, who 


would be injured by the shutting of the 
American ports against our goods. A few 
vreat merchants and manufacturers; and, 
observe it well, some hundreds of men, and 
some of those very great men, who have 
their money in the American funds. These, 
and these, alone, be you well assured, would 
suffer any serious inconveniences from the 
shutting of the American ports ; and these 
men are amongst the very worst enemies 
that the people of England have to over- 
come. 

Nothing is more convenient for the pur- 
pose of a squandering, jobbing, corrupting, 
bribing minister, than a persuasion amongst 
the people, that it-is from the commerce, and 
not from their labour, that the taxes come ; 
and, it has long been a fashionable way of 
thinking, that, it is no matter how great 
the expenses are, so that the commerce does 
but keep pace with them inincrease. No- 
thing can better suit such a minister and his 
minions than the propagation of opinions 
like these. But, Gentlemen, you have 
seen the commerce trippled since the fatal 
day, when Pitt became minister ; and have 
you found, that your taxes have not been 
increased ? The commerce has been trip- 
pled, and so have the parish paupers. 
Away, then, I beseech you, with this de- 
structive delusion! See the thing in its 
true light. Look upon aii the taxes as aris- 
ing out of the land and the labour, and dis- 
trust either the head or the heart of the man 
who would cajole you with a notion of their 
arising from any other source. 

But, Gentlemen, the much-talked-of and 
often-threatened non-importation act of 
America isa bug-bear fit only to frighten 
children and men of childish minds. Such 
an act was passed nearly two years ago ; but, 
observe, it contained a tail clause, empower- 
ing the President to suspend its execution. 
The Congress has met twice since; the act 
has been renewed, but, still the suspending 
clause, that magic rag in the tooth of the 
serpent, has prevented its execution. Nay, 
in one case, by mistake, the term of sus- 
Pension appears to have expired; but, 
though the act was for a few days in force, 
it was not executed ; and had no more effect 
Upon the importation of English goods, than 
if it had been one of the old ballads, of 
which you see such an abundance hung upon 
the walls at Hyde Park corner. Noor let it 
be imagined, that this arises from a reluc- 
tance to quarrel with us. I have before as- 
Signed the true cause. Ihave, in Volume 
%, page 971, &c, shewn why it is morally 
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impossible, that, for any length. of time, 
such an act should be executed in America, 
our goods, besides being iudispensably ne- 
cessary to the people of that country, being 
the source of much more than one half of 
the whole of its revenues. I then said, and 


| [ have since said, that, whether at war or 


at peace with us, they will have our goods 
and we shall have theirs; that, ealk about 
the non-importation act as long as they 
please for the purpose of forming a combina- 
tion amongst our merchants and manufac~ 
turers favourable to them, they can never 


.put such an act in execution for any length 


of time; and that, therefore, our ministers 
would be amongst the most criminal of men, 
if, in yielding to such combinations, they 
gave up a single particle of our maritime 
rights. 

The ‘* Chamber of Commerce,” this 
mercantile club, this new Corresponding So- 
ciety, forces me back, for amoment, to the 
subject of maritime rights. These gentry, 
too, without any other learning than what 
they have picked up, in. mere scraps, from 
the newspapers, talk about the ‘* EQUAL, 
‘** rights of loth countries,” thereby assume 
ing, asa principle admitied, that America 
is equal with England as to all manner of 
rights upon the sea. It is trnly said, Gen- 
tlemen, that, where the treasure is, there 
will the heart be also; but, as, compara- 
tively speaking, very few Englishmen have 
treasure in America, so, I trust, that there 
will be very few of them who will befound 
to adopt the sentiments: of the ‘* Chamber 
“© of Commerce,” which, indeed, calls 
itself American, and which is, probably, 
composed of men, whose fortunes are prin- 
cipally lodged in that country. Men with 
English hearts, of whatever opinions re- 
specting domestic matters, have never, un- 
til lately, suffered, in silence, any one to 
deny to their country a right of sea dominion, 
The dominion of the seas, even to the op- 
posite shores, has,-until of late, been dis- 
tinctly claimed by all the kings aud queens 
and rulers of England ever since our country 


-has borne that name; and, our. history 


shews, that those who have been most dis- 
tinguished for their attachment to our do- 
mestic liberties, have been the mest zealous 
in -maintaining this sea-dominion, They 
were not frightened with the threats of 
France and of Holland (then great in mari- 
time force) combined, ‘They. heard the 
solemn German quack authors and the flip- 
pant Frenchmen talk about the /aw of na- 
tions, and, as far as these related to the 
forms of treaties andthe like, they paid at- 
tentiontothem. But, they scouted the idea, 
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that conquest constituted right of dominion 
upon land, where Englishmen could scarce- 
ly gain any conquests, and that there could 
be no such thing as dominion at sea, where 
alone, in all human probability, England 
could make couquests. They were told, I 
dare say, that their claim of sea-dominion 
was making might constitute right; but, 
they would readily answer, that experience 
and reason joined had taught them, that, 
as to the affairs of nations, it was might 
alone, in fact, that did constitute right ; and, 
this they would avow without any fear of 
being thought the advocates of despotism. 
Upon various occasions, when I, for my 
part, have had to speak of the conquests of 
Buonaparté, T have always said, that he had, 
in all cases where not prohibited by a pre- 
vious positive compact, to which he ‘was 
a party, a right to make what conquests 
Le pleased; and, that it was perfect 
childishness in us to rail against him for his 
conquering. He has now conquered the 
Jand ot Europe. We have, long ago, con- 
quered the seas, He may maintain his do- 
minion, and we shall, I hope, always be 
able to maintain ours, 

My triend of the Independent Whig, 
if be will allow me to call him so” (as 
the people at St. Stephen's say), just as if 
he anticipate dasinecure office in over-set- 
ting every thing that I should be able to say 
upon the subject of our paramount rights 
upon the seas, has voluntarily undertaken a 
defence of the people of America against 
what he calls my ‘* unmerited abuse of dhe 
*‘ whole of them.” I alused none of 
them ; and it never entered into my heart 
to speak even slightingly of them as a whole. 
Upon all occasions, when | have spoken ill 
of the Americans, I have excepted, first 
and more particularly, the Quakersof Penn- 
sylvania, who, after all iny experience, 
and [have now had nota little, I believe to 
be the, take the whole of their character 
and manners together, the best people in 
the world. Of the people in general, de- 
scending trom the old settlers, to the North- 
ward, Lhave always spoken with respect ; 
and, wu, generally speaking, I have had, 
and have, a very bad opimon of those to 
the Southward. I have always observed, 
that there were many exceptiviis there also. 
But, l ave said, and this | say again, that, 
owing to the emigration of rogues and irau- 
dvlent debtors and sharping adventurers, 
from all parts of the world ; and owing to 
the miroduction of a system: of impunity 
for moral offences, wor hing in conjunetion 
with about 300 NEWS- papers, supported by 
advertisements and by the passions of those 
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who feed upon falshood, America is, upon 
the whole, in my opinion, become the most 
unprincipled country in the world. I haye 
said, that, as to affairs between men and 
their families, there is no shame or reproach 
attendant upon a breach of fidelity, on the 
part of man or of wife ; and IJ have prov. 
ed the frequency of elopements to be 
such, that the printers of even provincial 
papers, keep, cut in type-metal, the figures 
of a wife escaping from her husband's 
house, just as the printers of commercial 
papers keep the figures of ships, to place 
at the head of their ship advertisements. 
As to their juries, he who knows the jurors 
and the parties, must be very little gifted, if 
he be at a Joss to know what will be the re- 
sult. J have said, that, while I was in 
America, a judge was caught thieving in a 
shop ; and, I have asked, what the people 
of England would say, if a similar act, on 
the part of a judge, was to pass with impu- 
nity here. I have said, that, in such a state 
of morals, there can be no real public liler- 
ty ; and, thatthe fact is, that though the 
name isin great vogue, I would, if com- 
pelled to choose, rather be a subject of Na- 
poleon th:n acitizenof America. My ad- 
versary (for, I am afraid, he wishes not to 
have me fora friend) says, that the Ameri- 
cans showed invincible courage, in a wat 
for their libertics. I deny that the war was 


undertaken for their liberties ; but, that, 
| though the designs here might be unjust 





and tyrannical, the war there principally 
arose from the easy means which it offered 
to American debtors to. cheat their English 
creditors. I never denied them courage. 
They are, I believe, as brave as any people 
in the world ; but, as to their justice m that 
war, their battles were fought by those, 
who were paid ina paper called certificates. 
These certificates, for want of a Jaw to give 
them value, were little, scarcely nothing, 
worth; but, when the speculators, who 
were also the leaders, had bought up the 
certificates at, perhaps, sixpence in the 
pound, these leaders made a law to tax the 
people, andto make the certificates worth 
2Q shillings inthe pound! A whole tract 
of country I have known to be sold, by an 


act of assembly ; the money received, and 


the law rescinded without any Compensation 
to the purchasers. I have known a lottery 
made in virtue of an act of assembly, the 
act being pnblished by authority in order to 
inducé people to purchase the tickets, the 
tickets sold, the lottery drawn, and the 
holders of the money keep it and laugh 
the holders of the prize tickets. Lest this 
should not beenough, I will give my friend 
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too, not, as he will, probably, anticipate, 
jn my own person, but in that of a man, 
who, about eleven years ago, left Scotland, 
in order to enjoy the liberty of a free press 
in America. This man published in Scot- 
Janda pamphlet called the political progress 
of Britain, tor which he was obliged to flee, 
and which he re-published in America. 
Whilé he wrote against his own country as 
well as its rulers, he was wonderfully cares- 
sed ; but, it took him in the head to write 
against the rulers there also. What was the 
consequence? An action? No. An in- 
dictment ? No. Acriminal information ? 
No. But, as a mere prelude to these, a 
warrant, under a tortured construction of a 
statute of Edward IIT. (for the American ru- 
Jers preserve all these handy things by them) 
to take him up, to Lind him to’ keep the 
peace and te of good behaviour, under a 
heavy bail; sothat, this bond might have 


any conviction, or even any trial. The man 
remonstrated against this act of injustice ; 
he refused to give bail ; he was committed 
to prison, and in prison he died, a tolerably 
striking instance of the effect of the liberty 
of the press, as enjoyed in America. 

Were I to proceed to the extent of my 
own bare recollection, this letter would sur- | 
pass in bulk that of a letter of Lord Welles- 
ley, who, quite unconcernedly, refers the 
court of Directors, in one letter, to the 
735th paragraph of another letter, which 
he sends them by the same conveyance. I 
had no desire to say what I have said ; but, 
When I see the persons, interested in the 
American commerce, combining together 
for the avowed object of forcing the govern- 
ment (which, if I am to judge from the 
Past, is but too much inclined that way) to 
abandon the great protecting rights of our 
Country; and when I see the views of this 
Combination, aided by a public writer, who 
(for want of information, without doubt) 
holds forth America in false colours, and 
bespeaks your partiality towards her upon 
the score of her being the patroness and 
the guardian of liberty and of public virtue, 
I think, that to refrain from speaking 
would be a shameful neglect of my duty. 

In conclusion, suffer me, Gentlemen, 
once more to press upon your minds the im- 
portant distinction between the rights of 
nations, as considered with respect to other 
nations, and individuals, as considered with 
respect to other individuals of the same na- 
tion. In the latter case all ought to be upon 











been kept over his head for years, without | 


| fence. 


| of self-defence. 
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of the Independent Whig one specimen of | law comes in to the aid of natural weakness, 
the American liderty of the press, and that, | It saysto the strong man, ‘* you shall have 


‘all the advantages which your own 
“ strength can give you, as far as the em- 
** ployment of that strength does in nowise, 
** bear down those who are weaker than 
** you are.”” But, nations acknowledge no 
Jaw; and, though there are men, who 
have written upon what they call the lew of 
nations, their writings are merely the opini- 
| ons of individuals, and the history of what 
| 




















this and that nation has, at different times, 
done. The fact is, that, in the concerns of 
nations, from the very nature of the thing, 
it must be, that power, in the end, under 
whatever shew of law or usage, will have 
its way. It does not hence follow, that it 
| is just fora strong nation to oppress a weak 
| one. The moral considerations of right and 
| wrong are not to be left aside; but, the on- 
| ly check that can possibly be found to na- 
| tional ambition, accompanied with power 
| wherewith to gratify it, is, the combina- 
' tion which, first or last, will naturally be 
formed against any nation, which uses its 
power for the purpose of oppressing other 
nations, ‘The only question, therefore, for 
' us to determine, in the present case, is, 
whether the exercise of those powers, 
which our real mastership of the seas en- 
ables us to.exercise, be now exercised for 
the purposes of oppression, or of self-dee 
I contend, that, in the particular 
case, which has given rise to this discussion, 
they have been exercised for the purposes - 
‘There may return a state 
of things, when we may safely forego that 
exercise ; and then it will be proper to do 
it; but, at the present time, all men, I 
should think, must be convinced, that, if 
England be not to become an appendage of 
France, she must maintain, with more ri- 
gour than ever, her rights of dominion up- 
on the sea. For you, Gentlemen, to give 
your sanction to the abandonment of those 
rights, upon any ground, would be to falsi- 
fy that patriotic character which you hve so 
justly acquired ; and, for you to do this upe 
on the ground of favour due to those nae 
tions, who are set up as the friends of liber- 
ty, would expose your understandings to the 
contempt of the world, Much of our liber- 
ties, as Englishmen, has been Jost. Let us, 
by all the lawful means within our power, 
continue our efforts to recover those liber- 
ties; and, if we resolutely and wisely and 
patiently proceed, recover them we shall, 


in spite of the swarms of prostituted hire- 
lings and of public robbers, against whonn 
we have to contend. 


4 perfect leyel in the eye of the law, The | Kuglish liberty that we want. It is not 


But, Gentlemen, it is 
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that conquest constituted right of dominion 
upon land, where Englishmen could scarce- 
ly gain any conquests, and that there could 
be no such thing as dominion at sea, where 
alone, in all human probability, England 
could make couquests. They were told, | 
dare say, that their claim of sea-dominion 
was making might constitute right; but, 
they would readily answer, that experience 
and reason joined had taught them, that, 
as to the affairs of nations, it was might 
alone, infact, that did constitute right ; and, 
this they would avow without any fear of 
being thought the advocates of despotism. 
Upon various occasions, when I, for my 
part, have had to speak of the conquests of 
Buon parté, [ have always said, that he had, 
in all cases where not prohibited by a pre 
vious positive compact, to which he ‘was 
a party, a right to make what conquests 
Le pleased; and, that it was perfect 
childishness 10 us to rail against him for his 
conquering. He has now conquered the 
Jand ot Europe. We have, long ago, con- 
quered the seas, He may maintain his do- 
minion, and we shall, 1 hope, always be 
able to maintain ours. 

My triend of the Independent Whig, 
if be will allow me to call him so” (as 
the people at St. Stephen's say), just as if 
he anticipated asinecure office in over-set- 
ting every thing that I should be able to say 
upon the subject of our paramount rights 
upon the seas, has voluntarily undertaken a 
defence of the people of America against 
what he calls my ‘* unmerited abuse of dhe 
“whole of them,” I alused none of 
them ; and it never entered into my heart 
to speaks even slightingly of them as a whole. 
Upon all occasions, when | have ‘spoken ill 
of the Americans, I have excepted, first 
and more particularly, the Quakersof Penn- 
sylvania, who, after all my experience, 
and [have now had nota little, I believe to 
be the, take the whole of their character 
and manners together, the best people in 
the world. Of the people in general, de- 
scending trom the old settlers, to the North- 
ward, Lhave always spoken with respect ; 
and, af, generally speaking, I have bad, 
and have, a very bad opinion of those to 
the Southward. I have always observed, 
that there were many exceptions there also. 
But, 1 lave said, and this I say again, that, 
owing to the emigration of rogues and irau- 
dvlent debtors and sharping adventurers, 
from ail parts of the world ; and owing to 
the mntroduction of a svatem of impunity 
for moral offences, working in conjunction 
with about 300 NEWS- papers ‘ 


8, supported by 
adverusements and by the passions . 5 
us and by the passions of those 
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who feed upon falshood, America is, upon 
the whole, in my opinion, become the most 
unprincipled country in the world. I haye 
said, that, as to affairs between men and 
their families, there is no shame or reproach 
attendant upon a breach of fidelity, on the 
part of man or of wife ; and I have prov. 
ed the frequency of elopements to be 
such, that the printers of even provincial 
papers, keep, cut in type-metal, the figures 
of a wife escaping from her husband's 
house, just as the printers of commercial 
papers keep the figures of ships, to place 
at the head of their ship advertisements. 
As to their juries, he who knows the jurors 
and the parties, must be very little gifted, if 
he be at a Joss to know what will be the re- 
sult. JI have said, that, while I was in 
America, a judge was caught thieving in a 
shop ; and, I have asked, what the people 
of England would say, if a similar act, on 
the part of a judge, was to pass with impu- 
nityhere. I have said, that, in such a state 
of morals, there can be no real public liler- 
ty ; and, thatthe fact is, that though the 
name isin great vogue, I would, if com- 
pelled to choose, rather be a subject of Na- 
poleon th:n acitizenof America. My ad- 
versary (for, IT am afraid, he wishes not to 
have me fora friend) says, that the Ameri- 
cans showed invincible courage, in a wat 
for their liberties. I deny that the war was 
undertaken for their liberties ; but, that, 
though the designs here might be unjust 
and tyrannical, the war there principally 


_ arose from the easy means which it offered 
' to American debtors to. cheat their English 





creditors. I never denied them courage. 
They are, J believe, as brave as any people 
in the world ; but, as to their jus¢ice in that 
war, their battles were fought by those, 
who were paid in a paper called certificates. 
These certificates, for want of a Jaw to give 
them value, were little, scarcely nothing, 
worth ; but, when the speculators, whe 
were also the leaders, had bought up the 
certificates at, perhaps, sixpence in the 
pound, these leaders made a law to tax the 
people, andto make the certificates worth 
2Q shillings inthe pound! A whole tract 
of country I have known to be sold, by an 


act of assembly ; the money received, and 
| the law rescinded without any Compensation 


to the purchasers. I have known a lottery 
made in virtue of an act of assembly, the 
act being pnblished by authority in order to 
inducé people to purchase the tickets, the 
tickets sold, the lottery drawn, and the 
holders of the money keep it and laugh | 
the holders of the prize tickets. Lest this 
should not be enough, I will give my friend 
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of the Independent Whig one specimen of 
the American literty of the press, and that, 
too, not, as he will, probably, anticipate, 
jn my Own person, but in that of a man, 
who, about eleven years ago, left Scotland, 
in order to enjoy the liberty of a free press 
in America. ‘This man published in Scot- 
land a pamphlet called the political progress 
of Britain, for which he was obliged to flee, 
and which he re-published in America. 
Whilé he wrote against his own country as 
well as its rulers, he was wonderfully cares- 
sed ; but, it took him in the head to write 
against the rulers there also. What was the 
consequence? An action? No, An in- 
dictment ? No. Acriminal information ? 
No. But, as a mere prelude to these, a 
warrant, under a tortured construction of a 
statute of Edward IIL. (for the American ru- 
Jers preserve all these handy things by them) 
to take him up, to Lind him to keep the 
peace and be of good behaviour, under a 
heavy bail; sothat, this bond might have 
been kept over his head for years, without 
any conviction, or even any trial. The man 
remonstrated against this act of injustice ; 
he refused to give bail ; he was committed 
to prison, and in prison he died, a tolerably 
striking instance of the effect of the liberty 
of the press, as enjoyed in America. 

Were I to proceed to the extent of my 
own bare recollection, this letter would sur- 
pass in bulk that of a letter of Lord Welles- 
ley, who, quite unconcernedly, refers the 
court of Directors, in ene letter, to the 
735th paragraph of another letter, which 
he sends them by the same conveyance. I 
had no desire to say what I have said ; but, 
When I see the persons, interested in the 
American commerce, combining together 
for the avowed object of forcing the govern- 
ment (which, if I am to judge from the 
Past, is but too much inclined that way) to 
abandon the great protecting rights of our 
Country; and when I see the views of this 
Combination, aided by a public writer, who 
(for want of information, without doubt) 
holds forth America in false colours, and 
bespeaks your partiality towards her upon 
the score of her being the patroness and 
the guardian of liberty and of public virtue, 

think, that to refrain from speaking 
Would be a shameful neglect of my duty. 

In conclusion, suffer me, Gentlemen, 
once more to press upon your minds the im- 
portant distinction between the rights of 
nations, as considered with respect to other 
nations, and individuals, as considered with 
respect to other individuals of the same na- 
tion, In the latter case all ought to be upon 
4 perfect leyel in the eye of the law, The 
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*' Jaw comes in to the aid of natural weakness. 
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It saysto the strong man, ‘* you shall have 
“all the advantages which your own 
“ strength can give you, as far as the em- 
‘© ployment of that strength does in nowise, 
** bear down those who are weaker than 
** you are.” But, nations acknowledge no 
law; and, though there are men, who 


have written upon what they call the law of 


nations, their writings are merely the opini- 
ons of individuals, and the history of what 
this and that nation has, at different times, 
done. The fact is, that, in the concerns of 
nations, from the very nature of the thing, 
it must be, that power, in the end, under 
whatever shew of law or usage, will have 
its way. It does not hence follow, that it 
is just fora strong nation to oppress a weak 
one. The moral considerations of right and 
wrong are not to be left aside; but, the on- 
ly check that can possibly be found to na- 
tional ambition, accompanied with power 
wherewith to gratify it, is, the combina- 
tion which, first or last, will naturally be 
formed against any nation, which uses its 
power for the purpose of oppressing other 
nations. 
us to determine, in the present case, is, 
whether the exercise of those powers, 
which our real mastership of the seas en- 
ables us to exercise, be now exercised for 
the purposes of oppression, or of self-de+ 
fence. I contend, that, in the particular 
case, which has given rise to this discussion, 
they have been exercised for the purposes 
of self-defence. ‘There may return a state 
of things, when we may safely forego that 
exercise ; and then it will be proper to do 
it; but, at the present time, all men, I 
should think, must be convinced, that, if 
England be not to become an appendage of 
France, she must maintain, with more ri- 
gour than ever, her rights of dominion up- 
on the sea. For you, Gentlemen, to give 
your sanction to the abandonment of those 
rights, upon any ground, would be to falsi- 
fy that patriotic character which you h»ve so 


justly acquired ; and, for you to do this ups 


on the ground of favour due to those nas 
tions, who are set up as the friends of liber- 
ty, would expose your understandings to the 
contempt of the world, Much of our liber- 
ties, as Englishmen, has been lost. Let us, 
by all the lawful means within our power, 
continue our efforts to recover those liber- 
ties; and, if we resolutely and wisely and 
patiently proceed, recover them we shall, 
in spite of the swarms of prostituted hire- 
lings and of public robbers, against whom 
we have to contend. But, Gentlemen, it is 
Kuglish liberty that we want, It is not 


The only question, therefore, for 
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French liberty nor American liberty. It is ) 
such liberty as our forefathers fought for and 
obtained. It is freedom from oppressjon, 
whether from tyrants-great or petty ; and 
this is such liberty as neither Frenchmen 
nor Americans have yet tasted of. It would 
behove you well to stand forward, at the 
resent moment, and to make your voice 
heard, and through that voice the voice of 
the people of England, against the selfish 
mercantile combinations that are now form- 
ing for the purpose of sacrificing the honour 
and the security of our country to their pal- 
try private interests. Nosmall portion of 
the fruits of your labour has gone, and still 
goes, to the furnishing forth of armaments, 
the ‘sole, and even the avowed object, of 
which is, to support commerce, that is to 
say, as, I think, I have proved to you, to 
furnish the means, whereby a few hundreds 
of men are made immensely rich, without 
adding, in any way whatever, to the nation- 
al resources of security, And now, when 
a part, when one class of these men, per- 
ceive that their interests are likely. to receive 
some injury by the assertion of our rights of 
sea-dominion, or superiority, they begin to 
combine, in order to force the, probably, 








too willing government, to abandon those 
rights, and, as a natural consequence, to 


this, it behoves you to raise your indepen- 


dent voice. You have no interests but those | 
which are inseparable from the welfare of | 


your country. These men have; and, 
amongst all those, whose aggrandizement 
have tended to oppress you, this description 
of persons stand pre-eminent, upon which 
ground alone, it appears to me, that they 
claim a right of dictating to the government. 
You should always bear in mind, that it was 
the commercial interest, that placed Pitt up- 
on his throne of power, aud enabled him 
to do all those things, of which you but 
too sorely feel the effects. Through all his 
career, they clang to him. He talked of 
no greatness but commercial greatness ; he 
sacrificed every thing to the interests and 
the whimsies of commercial men; he was 
made for a counting-house himself, and he 
delighted in the society of merchants. His 
followers are in power, and thereis but too 
much reason for us to expect, that they 
will tread in his steps; but, itis for us to 
put in our protest against this mercantile 
combination, and thereby to deprive the 
ministers of the pretence of having sacrifix 
ced our security in obedience to the voice of 
the people. Iam, Gentlemen, your faith- 
ful friend, and obedient Servant, 
Botley, 20th dugust. Ww. Conszerr. | 





i 
TO THE 


INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 


, OF THE 
CITY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER, 


Letrer XXIII. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Thinking it proper to of. 
fer to the public some observations upon the 
question of PEACE, which is, at present 
much agitated, I have, for the reasons stated 


at the out-set of the preceding letter, thought ° 
it right to address those observations more 


particularly to you. 

First, Gentlemen, let me beg of you to 
come to the cousideration of questions of 
this sort with your minds divested, for the 
moment at least, of reflections upon the in- 
ternal corruptions, of which we complain, 
and which, sooner or later, we shall be able 
to eradicate and annihilate, without expo- 
sing our country to subjugation, and our- 
selves and our children to the just contempt 
of the world. As I obseryed to you before, 
Gentlemen, the corruptors and the corrupt 
ed are not those, who would most suffer by 
the conquering of our country. They would 
easily accommodate themselves to the bust 
ness of raising contributions upon us. Sy- 


: _ cophants, be assured, are not nice, as you 
punish the officers who have had the spirit to | 


assertthem. Against such a combination as | 


may probably have perceived, in the objects 
of their subserviency. ‘The toasts, songs, 
and sentiments, which they have now in use, 
would suit very well, in a new state of 
things, with a mere change of names. - It is 
the profits that they love, and not the ps 
trons. They would, you would soon see, 
find many and most admirable reasons for 
throwing us into prison, or hanging us, if we 
expressed our discontent at the exactions of 
Napoleon. When a country is conquered, 
individual safety depends upon readiness 12 
submission’; and, it were folly in the ¢- 
treme for us to suppose, that, in a race 

slavery, the base wretches, whom we now 
hate, would not out-strip us. No, Gentle- 
men, a remedy for our evils is not to come 
from without. That, as well as the defence 
of our country, lie solely in oir own hands. 

The question of Peace has been mu 

dwelt upon by the editor of the Morning 
Chronicle, in an article, which I shall pre 
sently insert for your perusal. But, I woul 


first beg leave to observe, that, though, for @ 
the reasons, which I shall hereafter subm"t — 
to you, Iam of opinion, that, at presen! — 


there is no chance of our deriving benefit, 


any sort, from peace, 1am by no means #?— 
advocate for a war, grounded merely upo? * | 


hatred of Napoleon, and, above all, for @ 
war carried on now for what has been called 
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273] 
the deliverance of Europe, and which ‘* deli- 
yerance’’ Europe itself has not seemed to 
wish for, having, as I verily believe, very lit- 
tle reason to entertain such awish. We 
should also guard our minds against the con- 
clusion, that, because the wars, in which 
Iwe have been recently engaged, have been 
conducted in so foolish a manner, and have 
produced such fatal consequences to all 
those, who became our allies; we must 
guard our minds against conclading, that war 
continued now, would be productive of simi- 
lar effects; and, that peace would put an 
end to the evils which have arisen amongst 
us during war. Would peace put an end to, 
would it at all lessen, any of the abuses or 
corruptions, of which we complain? You 
must be satisfied that it would not now, any 
more than it did in 1802. On the contrary, 
finding our attention diverted, fora while, 
from these corruptions, the corruptors would 
take advantage thereof, and do against us 
that which they otherwise wé@ald not have 
attempted. Was the march of the heralds 
of peace and the illuminations and the draw- 
ing of Lauriston and the feasting of Otto; 
were these followed by any benefit to us? 
No; but the hirelings gathered new 
strength, and stoutly put forward ‘“* the 
blessings of peace” as the justifiable grounds 
of fresh plunder. Be assured, Gentlemen, 
that every thing tends to deception, which 
would make you believe,;that.a remedy for 
the evils of England is to be found any where 
else than in an annihilation of the various 
sources of corruption, 

The pacific article, in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, of which I have spoken above, and 
which [ find in that paper of the 15th in- 
stant, is, as you will perceive, a commentary 
upon the king’s speech, delivered, last week, 
to the Houses of Parliament.——‘ Parlia- 
‘“ ment was yesterday prorogued, and the 
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Speech delivered by the Commissioners 
in his Majesty’s name, will be found in 
another part of our paper. It was ex- 
pected that the Speech would have made 
some allusion to the proffered mediation 
of Russia, but there is nothing except the 
customary general paragraph, taken from 
the file, about readiness to treat with ho- 
hour and security. It says—‘* And while 
his Majesty commands us to. repeat the 
assurances of kis constant readiness to en- 
tertain any proposals that may lead to a 
secure and honourable peace, he com- 
mands us at the same time to express his 
confidence that his parliament and_ his 
people will feel with him the necessity of 
persevering in those vigorous efforts which 
alone can give the character of honour to 
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any negociation, or the prospect of secu- 
rity or permanency to any peace,’” 

There is one paragraph which appears to 
admit. the probability rather of a hostile 
confederacy than of a negociation. His 
Majesty trusts that his parliament will be 
ready to support him * to maintain 
against any undue pretensjons, and against 
any hostile confederacy, those just rights 
which his Majesty is always desirous to 
exercise with temper and moderation ; 
but which, as essential to the honour of 
his crown, and true interests of his peo- 
ple, he is determined never to surrender.” 
This paragraph goes farther than anything 
we have yet seen or heard, to accredit the 
rumour that the Emperor of Russia was 
likely to join Buonaparté in the assertion 
of claims, inconsistent with the Naval 
Code which this country has always as- 
serted as the true doctrine of the Law of 
Nations, It may be supposed to refer to 
America, perhaps, but in that case the 
phrase of a hostile confederacy would not 
apply. It is more probable, therefore, 
that ministers have received information 
which leads them to believe that the Em- 
peror of Russia may support the new prin- 
ciples which Buonaparté endeavours to 
introduce. There is no particular allusion 
to the state of our relations with Ameri- 
ca. Upon the whole, this Speech coes 
not hold forth aay thing VERY ENCOU- 
RAGING +o thecountry. The general- 
ity in which the desire of peace is couch- 
ed, leaves no room to doubt that ministers 
persist in the extravagant opinions of those 
who represent negociation as disgrace, and 
peace as destruction. ‘Those, indeed, who 
consider peace as an evil, naturally consider 
negociation as disgraceful; because it 
must be presumed, that they who would 
make war if they could, only talk of peace 
because they cannot. 
most of the present ministers have been 
so often. expressed on this subject, that if 
they are reduced to negociation, it is a 
confession that they are practically con- 
Vinced that the war has no rational object, 
and no chance of success, Those who 
have held such lofty language on the sub- 
ject of peace, indeed, can be supposed to 
Jook to peace either as necessary to the 
country, or must be suspected of resorting 
to negociation only as an expedient to pro- 
cure new arguments and resources for 
carrying on the war. We therefore can- 
not consider the paragraph alluding to 
peacé as conveying any assurance even of 
the disposition of ministers to negociate. 
But far loss do we consider it any pledge 
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that they have abandoned those frantic ex- 


ctations, so inconsistent with the state | 


of the world, which, while they prevail, 
must render the attainment of peace im- 
possible. War may be necessary, it we 
cannot get out of it upon suitable terms, 
and in that case it must be carried on 
with courage and fortitude. But minis- 
ters seem to consider it as itself an active 
remedy, instead of an evil to be endured, 
and think it calculated to improve our si- 
tuation, In that view of it we cannot 
concur. The most we can gain by its con- 
tinuance is, that after much exertion and 
vast expence, we are not swallowed up. 
To reduce the power of our enemy by a 
maritime war, is now the most hopeless 
of projects, and after so much experience, 
those who still think it reasonable, are in- 
capable of being taught, either by argu- 
ments or by facts. ‘Then what is gained 
by a protracted war, in which, let it be 
granied that we keep all we have? Is 
France, in her present situation, likely to 
be sooner or more exhausted by a length- 


ened war, than England? Is the ruler of 


that country likely to be affected by com- 
mercial pressure, could we inflict it in its 
utmost extremity ; or even by an univer- 
sal blockade, were it practicable? He 
cares for none of these things, and will 
never yield upon such considerations as 
are calculated only to influence those who 


see all things thrbugh the medium of | 


trade. We apprehend, therefore, that af- 
ter the lapse of several years, and the fa- 
vourable supposition of keeping all we 
have, we shall have, in the comparison, 
lost much more than France; and that 
even during the interval, we are not likely 
to bear with patience the privations and 
turdens which the war must occasion. A 
defensive war, therefore, is the worst of 
evils, because it does not even promise, 
what is the greatest incentive to military 
effort, as well as the greatest consolation 
in passive suffering, that at the expiration 
of any given time, or after any series of 
exertions, we shall be better than we are at 
thismoment. Time may inspires with that 
modeggtion of temper, and with that re- 
signatfOi in that unfortunate order of 
things which Europe is destined to endure 
for a season; but it were better that 
wisdom should now save us the distress 
of being schooled by adversity. The pow- 
er and predominance of Bonaparte 
are, unquestionably, a great evil ; and it 
is impossible that England should not, 
though herself unsubdued, feel some 
share of the calamity which has spread 
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[27 
all around her. To that, however, she 
must submit.—She has not the means of 
redressing the injustice of fortuue, and 
of Luilding up the ruins of prostrate na- 
tions, She aims at-something far beyond 
her real means. When circumstances 
are so changed, she seems to act as if 
France were that very France with which 
we used to negociate, with a certain 
consciousness of superiority.—That feel. 
ing, the people ina situation new and 
extraordinary, are desirous to cultivate 
and to act upon, however unseasonable 
it must appear. After the enormous 
success of France, and while she stil] 
possesses the resources and abilities with 
which that success was obtained, it is 
not reasonable for us to suppose that our 
success, comparatively limited in_ its 
nature and unimportant in its effects, 
can counterbalance the enormous aggran- 
disement of our rival. We do not say 
that we ‘are subdued or hnmbled by 
France, bittgwe say that France has ob- 
tained, for a time at least, the ascendant 
in the affairs of Europe; and we say too, 
that all the efforts of England cannot in 
the least impair that ascendant—and 
therefore it is our policy to yiela to that 
turn of affairs which we cannot change. 
It rarely has happened that an intire equa- 
lity among the Nations of Europe hus 
existed. The house of Austria, Spain, 
France, in- former times, and likewise 
England, have hada decisive and admitted 
superiority. It is in vain to struggle 
against the occasional fortune, ability, 
and success of particular nations, found: 
ed on various accidents in their internal 
situation. It is laudable to resist the ten- 
dency towards inequality, and to reduce 
the pretension, in any shape, to univer 
salmonarchy. But that resistance must 
be bounded by reason and by prudence. 
In the present. case France has obtained 
a decisive superiority in Europe, and 
experience has shewn how vain it is 4 
this time to attempt by force of arms / 
reduce hnr to what it is desirable she 
should be. We ought, therefore, wi!" 
the rest of the world, to acquiesce in the 
decision obtained by an appeal to arm», 
which there is no probability of our be- 
ing able to reverse, France must have 
great advantages, in cunsequence of her 
success, but that is no argument against 
peace when war is not likely to deprive /er 
of those advantages. We may negociate 0° 
the footing of equality with France ; but 
however unpalatable the admission is, ¥° 
must admit, that France is relatively gre* 
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ter, and England, relatively less, than 
perhaps upon any former occasion when 
they negociate. It is foolish to deny 


‘this, and more foolish still to act as if it 
‘ werenot so. As this elevation’of France 
‘ has risen from aconcurrence of singular 
‘ events, it may not be permanent, but at 
‘any rate we cannot by our single efforts 


overturn the results of such long, and 
bloody, and decisive wars on the conti- 
Then what do we fight for, when 
inail probatility every thing which rea- 
sonable men can hope for, in the present 
disordered state of the world, may be at- 
tained by peace? We answer, that we 
fight, first because our pride is unwilling 
to acknowledge France, in her present 
state of aggrandisement, or to recognize 
the detested Bonaparte and his innoyations; 
secondly, our mercantilemen are afraid that 
our trade may suffer by a peace, particularly 
they think it isquite easy at once to fight us 
with all the world, and at the same time 
serve them with goods, thus making them 
pay us for beating them; thirdly,. there 
isa vague apprehension, that Bonaparte 
only wishes to make peace in order ta 
devour us. Upon these and similar 
grounds ministers and «their partisans re- 
present peace as an evil to be deprecated, 


and therefore deem it true policy to use | 


AUGUST 22, 1807,—Eveciors of Westminster. 








every means not to promote, but to pre- | 


vent it. But the evils of peace form a 
copious subject of discussion which we 
have not time at present to pursue.” 

You will perceive, Gentleman, that the chief 


bbject of this writer is, not to obtain peace, 
but to persuade his readers, that the faction 


{278 
have in carrying on the war, they cannot be 
more barefacedly regardless of tbe interests 
of England, than were the openly-avowed 
views of the Whigs, when they set us to 
war with Prussia for the purpose of obaininyy 
the restoration of Hanover. This writer 
asks what we can now continue the war for ; 
but, reserving our answer to that question, 
Jet me ask him how it is, possible for the 
present ministers to entertain views mor 
unworthy of Englishmen, than those openly 
avowed by Mr. Fox, when he declared, in 
parliament, that he never felt so much plea- 
sure at any moment of his life, as when the 
king commanded him to write the dispatch, 
in which it was declared, that the king would 
never make any peace, which should not 
tipulate for the complete restoration of Han- 
ver to him.. This -was the Whig object, not 
for carrying on a war, but for beginning a 
new war, which war, you will remember, 
was the chief immediate cause of all that 
followed upon the continent of Europe. 

It is the way of those, who wish to mis- 
lead, to assume, that those who differ from 
them must necessarily entertain the views, 


which it suits their arguments to impute to 


them. Accordingly, those who, like me, 


can see no benefit that we should derive from 
a peace, made at this time, are by this writer, 
| represented as aiming, by amaritine war, at 


‘* building up the raimed fortunes of the 
‘ nations of Europe;” at ‘* reducing the 
« power of France’ by land; objects at 
whichno man in his senses would, at this 
time, aim, nor do J know that it would be 
desirable to accomplish those objects, even 
if the accomplishment were completely in 
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our power; for, I have an ugly lurking in 
my mind, that, if the Prussians and Russians 
had beaten Napoleon, things would not have 
been the better for such people as you.and I, 
which lurking has, I must confess, operated 
as a consolation to me, when I have read of 
the battles in Prussia and in Poland, 

But, though I am very willing to Jeave 
the Germans (aye, ad/ of them) to the rule 
of the Emperor of France and his brethren, 
I can discover a very sufficient object in con- 
tinuing the war, at present, especially as it 
may now be a war attended with, compara- 
tively, very little expence, taking it for grant- 
ed, that no more continental expeditions or 
subsidies can now be thought of. The 
Morning Chronicle anticipates, as [ antici- 
pated months and@months ago; that a mari- 
time confederacy is forming against us in the 
North of Europe. How does he think, that 
s the Addingtons did, call upon us for bles- | this confedracy is tobe got rid of ? or, does 
‘Ns upon their heads for the boon. But, | he wish usto “ yield to the turn of aflairs,” 
us I know, that, whatever views they may | and, ‘* with the rest of the world, acquiesce” 


n power are pre-determined against peace, 
hereby hoping to produce “suchiya feeling 
gainst them as may tend to the» ®usting of 
hem, and the placing of his 6wn faction 
o their stead. The burthen of his observa- 
tions always is, the unfortunate, or perverse, 
or foolish, or mad, or wicked disposition of 
Is Opponents, or, rather, the opponents of 
MS patrons. Of a writer who betrays such 
vident marks of mere party, mere factious, 
motives, we should alyays entertain great 
USspicions, 
As to the question of peace, what may be 
1 disposition of the present ministers I 
ri0not positively assert ; but, I should sup- 
pose, that the first consideration with them, 
Bs it was with Pitt and the Addingtons and 
ie Whigs, will be to keep their places ; 
hd that, if they find peace likely to tend 
> that purpose, peace they will make, and, 
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(good gentleman !) ‘in the decision obrain- 
How, other- 
wise, I atk him, is this cotifederacy to be got 
rid of, except by a prosecution of the war ? 


Would he really counsel as to yield to terms | 


settled upon the principle of what is called 
the “* literty of the Seas?” Pitt and Ad- 
dington gave up, as fur as they conld give 
up, the honour of the flag, which honour 
had been maintained by England from the 
time that flags were first seen upon the 
European seas ; and, would this gentleman 
advise us, not only to ratify that shameful 
abandonment, but also bind ourselves not to 
exercise the right of search, aright, which, 
it must, I think, be evident to all men, upon 
the exercise of which our maritime superiori- 
ty depends ? 

Here, then, is of itself, a quite sufficient 
object ; but, Lam of opinion, that a war 
even now properly managed, would, in a 
great measure, deprive France of the ad- 
vantages, she expects from her conquests ; 
and, would effectually deprive her of tha 
advantages, which she would, without war, 
employ for the subjugation of this country. 


Without a considerable maritime force, she 


never can effect that object, an object which, 
I think, every one is persuaded her.ruler has 
in view ; and, by war, judiciously conduct- 
ed, upon the avowed principle of maritime 
dominion, we have it in our power to de- 
Stroy, for half a ceatury, the means of bis 
obtaining that force, Nota ship, belonging 
to any power, should be suffered to pass but 
upon conditions prescribed by us. Every 
sail upon the sea should, as in former times, 
be obedient to the Admiraltv of England. 
The continent Napoleon might rule at his 
pleasure ; but, the moment any one quitted 
the land, he should be under the dominion 
of England. ‘These principles I would open- 
ly avow as the only principles uvon which I 
would settle terms of peace ; and the right of 
sea-dominion I would exercise in peace as 
well as in war, or I would make no peace 
with the ruler of the land of Europe. Now, 
is this object to be attained, without a further 
continuation of the war? Will Napoleon 
listen to such terms of peace ? How, then, 
are we to obtain peace without; how 
‘are we to “ obtain every thing which we can 
** hope for, in the present disordered state 
** of the world ?” 

But, ‘* are we never to have peace?” To 


which T answer, you mut put that question 


to France. It is not our fault if we have 
not peace, any more than it is the fault of the 
man who is assaulted, that he is engaved in a 
scutiie. France openly avows the design of 
conquering our country, and her preparations 
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keep due pace with her avowal. It is, then, 
unreasonable in the extreme to put a question, 


| conveying a reproach upon us, that we do 


not seem disposed to put an end to the war. | 
would, at all times, be ready to negociate, 
I would discover no hatred of Napoleon or 
his brethren. I would readily give up all the 
islands and colonies that I had conquered, 
But, I would distinctly maintain the right 
of dominion upon the sea; and that right] 


| would so exercise, in peace as well as in war, 
| as to be able, at all times, to say to the 


people, ‘‘ there are not, in all Europe, the 
“means of sending forth a fleet against 
‘© you,” 

These being my opinions, I cannot but 
approve of the expedition, which is said to 
have been undertaken in order to seize upon 
the Danish fleet and arsenals, which, if not 
actually taken possession of by the conquer- 
or, are, as all the world knows, within a 
few days’ march of his reach, It isa vile 
mockery, it is hypocrisy, or it is mere party 
cavilling, to pretend, that Denmark can re- 
main, at the present time, in a state of neu 
trality. Her naval force and means, what- 
ever they may be, must be employed against, 
if not seized upon by us; ‘and, it must, | 
think, be evident, that the only means of 
reducing the conqueror to listen to such 
terms of peace, as would give us security 
from his arms, are the seizing upon or the 
destroying of all the maritime resources 
within his reach, and the preventing of 
those resources from being recruited. It i 
painful to have recourse to such violent 
means; but, between that and subjugation 
we have no choice; and, when this is the 
case, I am persuaded, that there are very 
few Englishmen who would not prefer the 
former, 

But, gentlemen, I do greatly fear; tha 
this appearance of vigour is but for a day; 
and, [ should not be surprized, if it should 
finally appear, that Hanover will be thought 
a sufficient compensation for the expenst ¢ 
these’ expeditions and for England's mit 
time dominion into the bargain. My !e! 
may be groundless, and I hope they 
but, I cannot help entertaining them ; 2% 
certain I am, that such sentiments as tho* 
now inculcated by the Morning Chronicle 
are admirably calculated to prepare a justifi- 
cation for sucha peace. In fact, gentle 
men, there is nothing that the minister 
their views are such asI fear they %% 
could desire more to their purpose than! 
humble, despairing tone of the Morn 
Chronicle. It was upon the language 
this very paper, that the Addington’s J® 
tified their peace. They threw the b 
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upon the people ; and, lest the present mi- 
nisters should do the same, the people should 


"make them know, that they desire no peace 
without security. 


That you, the independent electors of 


“Westminster, may, above all other men, 


reflect seriously and conelude rightly upon 


‘these important subjects is almost the first 
wish of , 


Your faithful friend, 


and obedient servant, 
Ww. Cozsett. 
Botley, Aug. 20, 
1807. 


”_ 





ENGLAND'S RIGHT OF SEARCH, 


Srr, I cannot resist expressing to you 


| the pleasure I felt as an Foglishman, in read- 


ing your last paper upon the subject of the 
You have 


argued the case well, and I perceive intirely 
from your own excellent understanding ; 
but give me leave to inform you, Sir, of 
what you need not be ashamed to be igno- 
ant, that the vrey case now before us has 
happened over and over again in our history: 
that ithas been argued and most solemnly | 


argued by great lawyers and statesmen, and | 
that cases precisely in point have been deci- | 
‘ded in a formal and judicial manner upon 
gtave argument and great consideration; and 
that the decision has always been as you con- | 
/ The orders to our ad- | 
mirals, from the earliest period of our mari- | and tools of corruption. 
time greatness, have been in conformity to , 


this our ever asserted right, and the orders in 
the time of Oliver Cromwell, from a book 


of whose time, you have most appropriately | 
taken your last motto, are stronger in point 
of expression, as they were more determined | 


n point of action, than the orders in any 
other period of our history.——Sir, if the 
Councils of this nation had among.them a 
mind like his, whom I have just mentioned, 
with the same regard to our internal prospe- 
rity, and to eur foreign and naval greatness, 


Be might laugh at the dangers with which 
Be are threatened, and even at Buonaparté 


himself, who is become, as you feared and 


Predicted, Hannilal again —‘‘ His Martello 


. beg are his allies—Crowns and Scep- 
_, (ets are the pallisadoes of his intrench- 
ments, and Kings are his centinels.”’ 
on, Sir, and fearlessly maintain the glory 
tnd greatness of this our country abroad, and 
#5 fearlessly expose her shameful, but thank 
ed, curable sickliness at home. 


Pond A true ENGLISHMAN. 
"don, August 17, 1807. we 
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WESTMINSTER ELECTION. 


The Committee for conducting the late une , 


paralleled Election for Westminster, hav- 
ing determined to present to Sir Francis 
Burdett the Car, Banners, and Flags, used 
during the Election and Procession, the 
JSollowing Letter was transmitted to him; 
dated Committee Room, Britannia Coffe 
House, July 4, 1807. 

Sir ;——After the almost unexampled 
victory obtained by the Electors of Westmin- 
ster in favour of the people, they can no 
where so properly deposit the memorials of 
their triumph as in your hands. ‘The com- 
mittee have, therefore, to request that you 
will accept them. The Car and Banners 
used at the celebration of an event of so 
much importance to the country, the me- 
mory of which will descend to our posterity, 


cannot fail to remind you of the great public . 


principles by which it was produced.—The 
Factions which have been so long contend- 
ing for the government had both been tried. 
Each, in its turn, had oppressed, plundered, 
and disgusted, the people. ‘Ihe virtues, 
both private and public, for which your cha- 
racter was revered, pointed out to the Elec- 
tors of Westminster the man whom they 
should call to their aid. ‘The name of 
‘* Burdett’’ was prondunced, and ‘* Burdett 
and our Country” resounded from every part 
of this great city. ‘* 5134’’ Electors came 
forward, and secured, by an unparalleled 
«© majority,” “ the triumph of Westmin- 
ster’ over the associated panders of venality 
«You were called 
from the retirement you had chosen,”’ and 
returned with the utmost ‘‘ Purity of Elec- 
tion,” to advocate the cause of your country, 
as their representative in the senate.—You 


| are sent to express ‘* the Sense of the Peo- 


ple,” and to lend your best assistance to re- 
store to them those inestimable blessings of 
‘* the Constitution,” of which they have been 
deprived by a Jong series of fraud and hypo- 
crisy: torestore to them ‘a full, fair, and 
free, representation in Parliament,” and the 
use of trial by jury in all cases whatever. ‘In 
short, to assist in restoring to them that con- 
stitution which their ancestors did not think 
dearly purchased with their blood,—The Caa 
and Banners must remind you, at all times, 
of those great public principles, to support 
which you stand pledged to the country. 
They will animate you to your duty. You 
will perform it. And if the perishable ma- 
terials, of which they are composed, permit 
them to be preserved beyond the period of 
your own existence, your children will look 
upon them with reverence and affection, as 
the highest honour they derive from their 
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ancestor. But were you to fail, they would Brought over..:... £899 4 © 
remain a constant reproach upon your con- | Messengers since the Elec- 

















tion to this day........ 6 9 6 
duct, and your children would justly consi- Committee- Room, Candies 
der them the greatest blot in their escut- and Stationary ........ 139 3 5 
cheon. By order of the Committee, Flags, Banners, Music, Flag 
(Signed) Samurtx Brooks, Chairman.—To bearers and Constables ,. 121 14 © 
Sir F. Burdett, Bart. M. P.for Westminster. | The Car, Horses, Grooms, 
Attendants and Dresses .. 122 6 6 
ANSWER. Ribbons for the Horses, At- 
Wimble.lon, July 7, 1807. tendants, Flagbearers and 
Sir, I shall receive with pleasure and DONNIE os 96 65055400 20 11 4 
gratitude those memorials of the patriotism, | Inc ne om Expenses attend- 
spirit, and independence, of the Electors of | ™ Foccssicnand Dinner 26 2 3 payee apt 
Westminster, which the Committee propose | Fees and Gratuities paid at 
to deposit in my hands. Amongst them, the House of Commons, 
youtexcellent letter will not, in my humble preparatory to Sir Francis 
opinion, be the least usefal or the least es- . Burdett we ing his ms. 6 0 6 
teemed. They will, I hope, not only serve | “¢Paring the Car, and Ex- 
‘ L ; penses On presenting it and 
to remind me and my children ot the great the Colours to Bir 8 Bar. 
duties all men owe their country, but also | -dett...........,...... 25 0 0 
help to revive the ancient love of liberty in -—— 31 0 6, 
the heart of every Englishman, his children, 
Total Expenditure.. £1296 2 6 





and latest posterity. remain, Sir, your a 7 
_ “nt ; Ae I t 4 F ‘ a Amount of Subscriptions re- 
Burpetr. the 7th August........ 1215 14 8 


Mr. Samuel Brooks. 





Balance dus to the Trea- 





























i The following Account of the Expences } SUIEE we seeseeeeeege L 80 3 8 
at of the late Election for Westminster, is ta- Sajater Baoons, Trensusec. 
5]! ken from a small pamphlet just published, Audited LS Avie. 
]' by order of the Committee, entitled ‘© An | ’ § Fraweis Prace, 
ih Exposition ofthe Circumstances which gave | ——— = 
ay rise to the Election of Sir F. Burdett, Bart. | FIRST REPORT OF THE FINANCE 
H for the City of Westminster.” | COMMITTEE. Presented to the House of 
ACCOUNT, OF DISBURSEMENTS AND RE- | Commons, July 22d. 1807. 
: CEIPTS. Pay-Orrice. 
Expences of the Election, up to the final close | ‘Tue Commirres, appointed to examine and 
nit of the Poll, 23d May: consider what Regulations and Checks 
i Advertisements,Printing, and have been established, inorder to control 
th Bill-Stigkers ........++£317 12 6 the several branches of THe Pusric Ex- 
' Stationary Check Clerks, and PENDITURB in Great Britaiu and Ireland ; 
“ Messengers...... 156 3 O dh Ro dhan h ~s fectual . 
Coininines Rooms, Clesks, and how far the same have been effectual ; 
i and Candles ........-+ 180 6 6 and what further Measures can be adopt- 
| Flags, Drums, Fifes, Bugles, ed for reducing any part of the said ex- 
by and other Music. . i ir 77 penditure, or diminishing the Amount of 
oo aud inpiceats ee Salaries and Emoluments, without De- 
High Constable's . Charges , cm triment to Tue Pusric SERVICE ; 
extra Constables........ 77 5 9 Having had referred to their consideration 
780 14 41} the proceedings of the committee which was 
Expenses after the close of the Poll. instituted for the same purposes. in the last 
Procession, &c. on2sd May 69 17 8 parliament, began their inquiries, by prose- 
Printing 10.000 Resolutions 
cuting the examination of a subject, in 
of the Committee, dated 
23d May, and delivering a which considerable progress had been made, | 
Copy to each Elector ! but upon which they have delayed making | 
¢“ > wee det an } an earlier report, judging it proper to sus- | 
4 ae jt he Lit | pend any statement of facts, until they could | 
ee se 118 9 @ | at the same time recommend the best mode, ) 
Expenses of ‘Chairing Sir F. according to their judgement, of preventing | 
Burdett, and celebrating similar abuses in future. The- evidence re- : 
eke of Westmin- | ceived during the last session, contains an | 
f une. ‘ . . P 
Sdveuleaments, Printing, & —_— of two eno e in the a | 
Bild Stickers ......... 55.112. Om | fice, of a most irregular, and i improper kin ) 
Carried over......£899 4 © 4 which were disclosed on the examination of 
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Mr. Thomas, accountant in that office; by | under the consideration of the Board of 


whom it was stated, that a draft for £7,000. | 


payable to the right honourable Thomas 
Sieele, (at that time one of the Joint Pay- 
masters) or Bearer, had been drawn by the 
cashier on the 11th May 1799, under the 
head of Extraordinaries of the Army, and 
entered in the cash account of the office, 
with Mr. Steele’s receipt asa voucher ; and 
that another sum of £12,800 was drawn 
for, precisely in the same manner, and a re- 


ceipt given in the same terms, on the 3d of 


July 1800. Of these two sums, the first 
was not repaid until the 3d of February 
1807 ; nor the latter until the $th of Apvil, 
with interest upon both sums, from the date 
of their issue to that of their repayment, 
amounting to £7,390. 13s, The corres- 
pondence ‘between Mr. Steele and Mr... Tho- 
mas; letters of Earl Temple, (one of the 
Joint Paymasters in 1807) addressed to Lord 
Grenville, Mr. Steele, Mr. Rose, and Lord 


Harrowby ; three minutes of the Lords of 


the Treasury, directing what steps should 
be taken for securing the sum remaining due 
(for the first sum had been repaid previous 
to any proceedings of the Board of ‘lreasu- 
ty); Minutes of the Paymaster General 
entered in the book of the office ; and se 
veral other papers, are inserted at length in 
the Appendix, though not perhaps absolute- 
ly necessary for understanding the subject, 
that no circumstance which has reference to 
this business, may be withheld from observa- 
tion Butthe part to which the conimittee 
think it most material to direct the attention 
of the house, is the account given by Mr. 
Steele himself, when he desired to attend 
the former committee on the 20th of March 
1807, and made his own statement of the 
circumstances relating to.these transactions. 
He said, ‘* the twosums mentioned by Mr. 
Thomas were issued by my <dtrection, and 
J have no hesitation im stating that they were 
I thought, as 
full autho- 
rity to direct those issues. I was urged to 
<lo so by private considerations of a very pe- 
culiar nature, which operated at that time 
upon my mind ; 
recting them to be issued to myself, and 
making myself responsible for them, I 
could not by possibility incur the suspicion 
ef concealment, or fraud. Jt was my inten- 
tion that they. should have been replaced in 
a very sbort time, but it was not in my pow- 
er to accomplish it ; they remained charged 
against me in the .Pay Office Book till the 
beginning of the. present year, when the 
former of the two sums was repaid ; and 
the whole subject having been brought Jately 


and I thought that by di- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Treasury, they have directed me to repay 
the remaining sum, with the interest due 
upon both suns, by instalments at stated pe- 
riods, which I have engaged to do. I can- 
not takeupon myself to defend my conduct 
in this instance, which I must admit to have 
been incorrect, but | console myself witha 
thinking thatthe public will have suffered 
no loss.”” And being asked, whether he 
knew of any other transaction of the same 
kind, during the time he was im the Pay 
Oifice.? He said, ‘* I donot.” And be- 
ing asked, whether he knew of any arrear 
et the like nature arising from the transac- 
tion of any former Paymaster? He said, 
** IT certainly do not.” And being asked, 
whether any notice wus taken of this trans- 
action by the ‘Treasury, previous to the 
beginning of this year? Fle said, ** |b ap- 
prehend it-was net ever known to the 
Treasury, previous to this year.” Aad 
asked, whether any notice. was 
taken by any other Pubke Office?) He 
sad, <‘ Not to my kuow ledge.” — On 
the 13th April, Mr. Steele again attended 
ihe committee; and a part of Lord Vem- 
ple’s letters being read to him (Appendix, 
No. 3,), and he being asked, whether he 
had any explanation to give m= referenee ts 
this jetter ? he said, ‘* This being a state- 
ment of what passed in different Gon- 
versations at different times, of which, i 
made no memorandum myself, I certainly 
aim not disposed to dispute the acerraey with 
which it is reported. | beg the committee at 
the same time to undersiand that I never 
have aticmpted to justity the issue of the 
two sums in question, upon the ground that 
they were applied direct tly or indirectly to 
public service ; but that ia my former evi- 
deuce 1 aeknowledged that they were mot 
issued with any reterence to public ser- 
vice, but I alone was responsible and ac» 
countable for them; and that £ have, in fact 
repaid them both, pringipal and interest.” 

Anda part of Mr. Steele's former exami- 
nation, and an extraet frum his letter to Mr. 
Thomas, being shown to him, he further 
said, ‘‘ The persons to whom I alluded in 
that letter and in my examination, were the 
principal officers of the Pay Othce, wha had 
long been established there, and who upi- 
formly contended that the power of the Pay= 
Master General to direct the isspes, of mo- 
ney from the Bank remained unlimited by 
any of the provisions of the Act for fegula- 
tiug the Office of Paymaster’ Géneral.’’ 
And being asked, ‘* Did you consult ‘any 
| other person as to the operation ef, that 
| Act, upon the issue of money to the Bay- 
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‘master >” he said, *‘ I did not.” And being 
asked; Whether in point of fact, inany part 
-of this transaction, he acted upon the opint- 
‘ons of any other persons, conjointly with 
-his own, ‘or consulted any other person on 
the subject? he said, ‘* No.”—-The conduct 
‘of Mr. Rose, who succeeded Mr. Steele in 
‘the Pay Otfice, being observed upon, in a 
minute of the Paymaster, dated 27th Febru- 
wary 1807, Mr. Rose attended the committee, 
for the purpose of explaining the-knowledge 
he had of thi¢ transaction ; and he stated, that 
the facts relating: to the two sums issued to 
“Mr. Steele were. communicated to him on 
the 10th February, 1600, by Mr. Bradshaw, 


Gn the presence of Mr. Harmood and Mr. 


-Thomas; but that, as he considered himself 
‘completely out of office at that time, he 
could not interfere officially, nor apply any 
possible remedy ; thathe had, however, de- 
‘sired Mr. Thomas to write to Mr. Steele, 
that he might insure his seeing him, and to 
Jet him (Mr. Rose) know, whether any in- 
terposition of his, with Mr. Steele, would be 
necessary ; that he had also a personal inter- 
wiew with Mr. Steele, and afterwards wrote 
‘a letter to him, enforcing what he had re- 
commended in conversation ; the answer to 
which Jed him to rest satisfied that the whole 
matter would be communicated, without de- 
Jay, to Lord Grenville, or the Paymaster Ge- 
neval.—As no entry was made of these two 
stuns in the Extraordinaries of the Army 
presented to Parliament, it became an object 
of inquiry, for what reason they were not 
included ; to which Mr. Wood, Deputy 
‘Cashier in the Pay Office, answered, that 
‘they were omitted by the express order of 
-Mr. Steele ; and upon being further -exa- 


‘mined, he said, that other sums -had also | 


been omitted in a former-year (1797) by 
-Mr. Steele's direction, which had been ad- 
vance’ to Mr. Carey, Pratburnon, and Bry- 
an; adding, that without such particular di- 
rection he sould have thought it his duty to 
include all thesé sums. In one of Mr. 
‘Steele's letters it is to be observed, that the 
reason which he assigns for this omission is, 
“« that the sums so issued, being intended to 
** be replaced at an earlier period, could not 
“*- with propriety have formed part of the 
*€ army extraordinaries.” 
the rule of that office in making up the ac- 
count of extraordinaries, and if it has been 
also usual that all sums so issued, if replaced 
before the delivery of the accounts ‘to the 
auditors, should not appear at all in those ac- 
counts, your committee judge both these 
practices highly improper to be continued, 
because they tend to keep back from the 


house, in the first-instance, and finally frém | every payinent, end.no sum is.alloweg 
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‘the auditors, the full knowledge of the dis- 


If such has been — 
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posal of the public money, and to facilitate 
the temporary application of sums to pur- 
poses of a different nature from those to 
which they are destined by the votes of par- 
liament.—The money issued to Mr. Carey 
and the two others in 1797, was forthe pur- 
pose of procuring a supply of specie for 
army services, from Hamburgh, at a time 
when there was great difheulty in obtaining 
it, owing to the restriction of payments in 
eash by the Bank. Mr. Boyd uncertook to 
import a Jarge sum, and the persons who re- 
ceived the money, which aimotited to 
- 100,000 by the Paymaster’s drafts on the 
‘Bank, were nominated by Mr. Boyd, for 


the purpose of keeping the transaction se- 


cret, which he jedged necessary for its suc- 
cess.eThe service was not performed; and 
the ptincipal sum so issued was repaid by Mr. 
Royd, in the followiag year, by a similar sum 
which he received on accoant of another 
service, (the remitting of money to the Cape 
of Good Hope for the payment of troops) 
which he contracted with government to 
perform; in which he also failed. The 
question of interest upon the £100,000 was 
involved in the discussion of some claims 
preferred by Mr. Boyd, against government; 
and the repayment of the second sum is still 
In a course of Jegal proceeding, in conse- 
quence of the bankruptcy of the House of 
Messrs. Boyd and Co. when proper steps 
were immediately taken for recovering it, by 
direction from the Lords of the Treasury ; 
and your committee are informed, that the 
principal difficulties which have prevented a 
satisfactory title from being made to pur- 
chasers (under this bankruptcy) are now 
nearly adjusted, and in the course of the 
next term, it is probable that the most con- 
siderable purchasers will be ready to com- 
plete their purchases, and to pay their pur- 
chase money into court.—Upon the impor- 


tant . subject of recommending measures 


which may prevent similar abuses in future, 
your committee observe with great concern, 
that the most obvious, and perhaps the only 
effectual remedy, has been found by expe- 
rience hitherto unattainable ; but they think 
it necessaty to represent as their deliberate 
opinidn, that without an earlier examination, 
and auditing of accounts, irregularities can 
hardly be prevented; and that temptation 
will cever be wanting fo make use of public 
money, while there exists a great probability 
of its being for a long time uncalled for. 
After the accounts come before the commis- 
sioners for auditing, no attention is wagting 
in requiring proper warrants in nile io 
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ut a voucher of that kind; but so slow has 
been the progress hitherto, that notwith- 
standing the observations made on the sub- 
ject by the Committee of Finance in 1797 
and 1798, not one account of any Paymaster 
Gencral has been finally settled and declared, 
nor made ready for declaration, in the nine 
or ten years which have since elapsed.—Parts 
of the accounts and vouchers for the year 
1782, were delivered tothe auditors in 1788, 
1789, 1791, and 1708; parts of those for 
1783 were delivered to them in 1792 and 
1798; part cf those for 1784, in 1794; and 
part of those for 1795, in 1797. It appears 
also that a supplementary account of the 
Paymaster General, from 24 April to 24 
December, 1782, and a supplementary ac- 
count for 1783, were delivered into their of- 
fice, together with the attested accounts for 
i784 and 1785, no longer ago than-en oth 
February last.—A letter from the chairman of 
that board affords a reasonable expectation 
that the account of the Paymaster General 
for the year 1782 will be finally audited, and 
ready for declaration about Christmas next ; 
and that, provided there be no delay in the 
delivery of the subsequent accounts, the pre- 
sent arrear of the Pay Office accounts may 
be cleared at the Auditor's Office in the 
course of five or six years. It will be the 
duty of your committee, should they be re- 
appointed, in the ensuing session, to make 
an early inquiry into the progress which 
shall have been made during the recess, and 
to consider how far the provisions of the act 
of 46th Geo. III. c. 141, under which the 
present Board of Commissioners for auditing 
the public accounts was appointed, have 
contributed to the object they were intended 
to answer, by facilitating the due examina- 
tion and more speedy settlement of the pub- 
lic accounts; and whether any and what 
further regulations may be devised, for the 
attainment of so important and desirable an 
cud,—-—Although some effectual improve- 
ment in that system, would be the most ra- 
dical and substantial remedy, there are other 
subordinate measures fit to be enforced im- 
mediately, for which the regulations of office 
may ina great degree be sufficient; and le- 
cislative provision may be added wherever it 
becomes necessary. Much of the delay, 
which occurs in procuring the clearing and 
covering warrants. from the War Office, 
without which the paymaster’s accounts can- 
not be examined by the auditors, may be re- 
moved, by making the transactions between 
these two offices more simple and methodi- 
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cal. It would be desirable in all instances to 


‘ issue warrants at once, instead of transacting 











so much of the ordinary business by letters, 
which has formed a constant subject of com- 
plaint on the part of the paymasters; and it 
appears, that if warrants on account were 
granted by thé Secretary at War for regi- 
mental services not completed within the 
year, the paymaster’s aecounis might. be de- 
livered soon after the end of every vear to 
the auditors tor examination.—The issue of 
money being in fact made originally upon 
the authority of the letter only, no other in- 
quiry seems to be made in granting the sub- 
sequent warrant, than whether it agrees with 
the letter; and therefore any additional 
signatures to the warrant, which bear the 
appearance of further check and examina- 
tion, add in reality no sort of security to the 
public, while the responsibility (which can 
never be desirable) becomes divided between 
two offices. —Your committee see no sort of 
necessity for every individual warrant being 
signed by his Majesty, nor for its being 
countersigned by the Lords of the Treasury, 
except where money is issued by their orders, 
In all cases where the Treasury is not con- 
cerned, the money is now actually paid upon 
the requisition of the Secretary at War, and 
his name alone ought to stand as sufficient 
authority for the warrant, making him, in 
whose department it is, responsible for the 
service and the expenditure —It would be 
sufficient for his Majesty, in whom all mo- 
ney is originally vested by grant of parlia- 
ment, to sign a warrant for Jarge sums from 
time to time, leaving the detail of the appli- 
cation of them, as is thé practice with regard 
to monies issued on account of the navy, and 
the ordnance, to the department under 
whose directions the particular service is }5q* 
formed.—The delay occasioned by the yar- 
rants being taken up byarmy agents, instead 
of being directly returned to the Pay Office 
through their own officers, ought to be en- 
tirely obviated, as it seems already to have 
been in some degree, with regard to what are 
calied clearing warrants foreregimental ser- 
vices, No reason appears why they should 
pass at all into the agent’s bands, who may 
have an indirect interest in withholding 
them, and for the passing of whose accounts 
they are in no degree requisite. Another 
regulation proper to be adopted, is a different 
manner of making out the accounts of extra- 
ordinaries to be laid before parliament, 
which the present paymaster informed your 
committee that he had directed to be done 
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ji future; and that an account should be re- 
gularly kept in the office, classed ander the 


same heads as those for which the grants of | 





parliament are annually voted No sums 
which havs been issued in the course of the 
year, ought ever to be left out of the account 
of extraordinaries annually laid before par- 
liament, for they create a temporary defi- 
ciency in the balance of the paymaster’s cash, 
even if they are to be repaid; they therefore 
should be noticed in the first account after 
the issue by a memoravdum, as sums not ul- 
timately to be charged upon the public; and 
credit should be taken for them in any sub- 
sequent account, when they ure actually re. 
placed at the Bank. It would also tend ma- 
terially to the clearness of al] these accouiits, 
if no articles of expenditure were inserted, 
but such as relate strictly to the army; in- 
stead of which, it ts to be observed, that is- 
sues of movey for the purchase of corn, and 
various miscellaneous purposes not directly 
elating to that service, have not unfrequent- 
ly been admitted into them, and intermixed 
with army Services; which your committee 
conceive to belong more properly tothe par- 
ticulars of the distribution of any vote of 
credit which may be granted for the year in 
which such articles appear.—A greater re- 
gularity in bringing up the accounts in the 
office itself, is essential in various points of 
view; and the attention of the pay master 

himself i is particularly necessary for insuring 
the attendance, and application of all the of- 
ficers who are under him, aud for enforcing 
a more punctual and accuraie discharge of 
their duty, than appears to have hitherto 
prevailed, Their books should be frequent- 
ly balanced, and the cash book ought always 
to be made up to the latest period possible ; 
to the neglect of which it is in some measure 
owing, that it has been impossible to con- 
form to the provisions of the Statute 45th 
Geo III. c 58; andtheconsequence has been, 
that ever since the passing of that act, the 5th 
sec. prescribing the mode in which the 
monthly memorials are to be presen ted to 
the Treasury ; and the 8th clause in the Au- 
ditors Act, 49 Geo. lil. c. 141. sec. 8. re- 
quiring all eccountiants to deliver in within 
three months atter the end of each year, an 
account current of all sums received and 
paid by them within the year, bave been to- 
tally disregarded. —It would have been ne- 
cessary in this place, to observe upon the 
imperfect manner in which the entries of 
»noney paid by individuals to the paymaster’s 
account, have been made by the clerks of 
the Bank in the cash-book of the office, if 
your committee had not received an assu- 
ravee from the Governor ot the Bank, that 


POLITICA, REGISTER.—Finance Committee Report. 





ene 


Pre Ree. 6 momen Gees oe ee ee 


[292 

directions have been given to discontinue 
this practice, with regard to this, and all 
other public offices—The practical incon- 
venience, to which the former mode was 
liable, appeared in a remarkable instance, 
in the course of the last year, when no less 
a sum than £291,348, remained for about 
four monthsin the Bank, without any infor- 
mation of the payment being given to the 
paymaster; which, though he ought certain- 
ly to have received from the accountant in 
his office, who was employed in making the 
payment, yet no good reason can be assigned 
why the ‘negligence of that officer was not 
corrected by a communication from the 
Bank. <A larger issue of money from tiie 
Exchequer, to the amount of that sum, than 
would otherwise have been required, must 
have been the consequence, and the public 

were of course either unnecessarily increas- 
ing exchequer bills, and paying interest for 
a sum which ovght to have been at their dis- 
posal; or services which were to be paid 
with this money must have been suffered to 
remain unsatisfied —The Act 45 Geo. IIT. 
c. 58, having repealed that of 1783, is now 
the only subsisting act for regulating the bu. 
siness of this office; and it therefore be- 
came the duty of yo ar committee to examine 
how far it had been complied with, or had 
been found effectual, in the remaining 
points which it attempts to regulate. 





The time of making up the accounts, di- 


rected by sec, 2!. has not been observed, any 
more than the clause in the Auditor’s Act, 
46 Geo. HI. c. 141. sec. 8. above referred 
to. The clause with regard to regimental 
agents, sec. 23. has indeed been attended to 
in terms, but it has been found of little use 
in practice; because the paymaster, having 
no means of knowing the balance in the 
hands of agents, has nomethod of contro- 
verting. the statements which they may think 
proper to deliver in, as to ihe aggregate ba- 
Jance of their accounts, it being always pos- 
sible, that though an agent may be a debtor 
for one regiment (where he is concerned for 
several) he may be a creditor on account of 
another.— The books of the office have been 
brought up, subsequent to the inguiry of the 
former committee, to as Jate a date as the 
nature of the case admits of; but at that 
period, and when the present paymaster was 
appointed in April 1807, the fair cash -book 
was not brought up later than to the month 
of November 1806; nor were the accounts 
frequently, por regularly balanced. — It 
would hardly have been ceemed requisite to 
point out the propriety of appointing Persoes 
duly qualified by their kuowledge of writ~ 
ing and arithmetic, and of a sufficient age, 
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to discharge the duties of clerks in the of- 
fice, if the present paymaster had not very 
lately found it necessary to discharge some of 
those who had been admitted into the office, 
on account of their insufficiency, and inex- 
perience —If your committee do not re- 
commend any alteration in the power of 
drawing for money (to whatever amount,) 
which is at present vested in the paymas- 
ter, or in the cashier, itis not from any 
want of consideration bestowed upon this 
part of the subject; but they are at a loss 
to know, if it be withdrawn from those 
officers, in whom it can be lodged more 
properly, or with absolute security ; for it is 
unquestionable, that in some department 
or other of government, it must necessarily 
be placed. If more signatures than one 
should be-required to every draft, there is 
great risk of the public service being con- 
tinually retarded, and the inconveniences 


-will be much greater, if delays should be 


interposed in the first insiance, of the same 
sort with those which now occur after the 
payments are made, and which tend only 
to obstruct the settlement of account, but 
not the service itself. It would inevitably 
follow, from any such division of responsibi- 
lity, that, in the muitiplicity of public bu- 
siness, credit would be given implicitly by 
one department of government to another, 
that the form of siguing would soon become 
a matter of course, and that the paymaster 
would act under as little practical restraint 
as he does at present. If the paymaster 
and the cashier should be directed jointly to 
sign every draft, some sort of additional 
check may perhaps be laid upon the latrer, 
but none will be felt by the head of the 
office: and it is obvious that if such had 
been the esiablished practice of the office 
before the date of the two drafts, which 
have given occasion to this inquiry, the 
pormneer would not in the slightest degree 
lave been precluded by it, from drawing 
for the money in the very mode he did, 
nor frem detaining it, for as long atime, 
in his pussession —The whole business of 
the Pay Office is so intimately connected 
with that of the War Odice, that it is bard- 
ly possible to report fully upon the former, 
without entering into an ample examination 
of the latter; but in the particulars which 
have been pointed out, their relative situa- 
tion admits of alteration, with advantage 
fo the public, as far at least as may be suffi- 
cient to prevent the paymaster’s accounts 
from waiting for the auditing of those of 
army agents, and others, in which he has 
no concern, and ovet whom he has no con- 
trol. To examine whether he has discharg- 
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ed his duty by issuing money upon regular 
vouchers, proceeding either from the War 

fice or the Treasury, cannot be a matter 
of intricacy, or delay; and if the Secretary 
at War should be authorized to grant war- 
rants upon aecount for all services not 


| completed within the year, and to grant 








upon his sole authority warrants for all other 
services, as more formal and regular docu- 
ments than letters, for every payment, the 
same practice being also introduced into the 

reasury, when any issues are directed by 
that board for army services; and if, further, 
the auditors should be cmpowered and 
required by an alteration of the act, (if 
necessary) to examine separately the accounts 
of the extraordinaries as soon as they are 
presented to them, and to compare every 
payment with the Bank cash book, there is 
every reason to expect, not only that every 
paymaster’s account might be settled within 
a short period after the expiration of each 
year, but that a substantial check would be 
provided against all temptation to withdraw 
money from the service for which it is 
granted, when the detection of any such 
niisapplication must immediaiely follow the 
examination of the annual accounts compared 
with the cash beok of the bank. This 
opinion of your committee is fortified by 
that of the chairman of the board for audit- 
ing accounts, who stated his belief, that 
if the cash accounts required by the 46 Geo: 
III. 141. sec. 8. were delivered into the 
audit office, as well as the accounts of service 
also referred to in that sectiony aad if the 
cash accounts were compared with thé 
accountant’s Bank book, it would not be 
possible for the paymaster general, or any 
o her public accountant, to receive public 
money upon drafts made payable to himself, 
without that circumstance falling under the 
observation of the commissioners.—With 
regard to rerimental accounts, and the diffi- 
culties which occur in expediting and settling 
therm, some jadicious suggestions have been 
received by your committee, which will de- 
serve further consideration, whenever the 
mode of keeping and passing accounts in 
the War Office shall come under their exa- 
mination. That the present system is de- 
fective, may be concluded from a long 
experience of its being found totally inade- 
quate to obtain the two main’ objects, of 
perspicuity, and expedition; but whether 
it should be absolutely changed, or partially 
modified, your committee have not as yet 
received information sufficient to determine, 
The simplification of the branch connected 
with the Pay Office, in the manner they 


- 


have sugzested, they venture to reeommand 
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as unquestionably beneficial ; and they trust 
that the same principle may be extended 
with success to every other department of 
the military expenditure. 


Extract from the Appendix. 
Examination of the right hon. Fhomas Steele, 
March 26, 1807. 


The two sums mentioned by Mr. Thomas 
were issued by my direction, and I have no 
hesitation in stating that they were not issued 
for public survice. I thought as others did 
at the time, that I had full authority to di- 
rect those issues. I was urged to do so by 
private consideration of a very popular na- 
ture, which operated at that time upon my 
mind; and I thought that by directing them 
to be issued to myself, and making myself 
responsible for them, that I could not, by 
possibility, incur the suspicion of conceal- 
ment or fraud. It was my intention that 
they should have been replaced in a very 
short time, but it was not in my power to 
accomplish it. They remain charged against 
me in the pay office books til] the beginning 
of the present year, when the former of the 
two sums was repaid; and the whole sub- 
ject having been brought lately under thecon- 
sideration of the board of ‘Treasury, they 
have directed me to repay the remaining 
sum, with the interest due upon both sums, 
by instalments at stated periods, which I 
engaged to do. I cannot take upon myself 
to defend my conduct in this instance, which 
I mist admit to have been incorrect; but 
I console myself with thinking, that the 
public will have suffered no loss.—Do you 
know of any other transaction of the same 
kind, during the time you was in the Pay- 
Office ? I do not. —Of any arrear of the like 
nature, arising from the transaction of any 
former paymaster? I certainly do not.— 


Was any notice taken of this transaction by | 


the treasury, previous to the beginning of 

this year? I apprehend it was not known 

to the treasury ever previous to this year.— 

Was any notice taken by any other public 

office? Not to my knowledge. 

Examination of the right hon. Thomas 
Steele, April10, 1807. 

(Read part of the letter from lord Temple 
to lord Grenville ] Have you any explana- 
tion to give in reference to this letter ?>— 
This being a statement of what passed in 
different conversations at different times, of 
which I made no memorandum myself, I 
ecrtainly am not disposed to dispute the ac- 
curacy with which it is reported. I beg the 
committee at the same time to understand, 
that I never have attempted to justify the 
‘ssue of the two sums in question, upon the 
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ground that they were applied directly or 
indirectly to public service; but that in my 
former evidence I acknowledge that they 
were not issued with any reference to public 
service, but that I alone was responsible and 
accountable for them, and that I have, in 
fact, repaid them both, principal and inte- 
rest. —[ Read Mr. Steele’s former examina- 
tion, and extract of a Jetter from him to Mr, 
Thomas.]—Question repeated.—The per- 
sons to whom I allude in that letter, and in 
my examination, were the principal officers 
of the Pay Office, who had long been esta- 
blished there, and who uniformly contended, 
that the power of the Paymaster General to 
direct the issues of money from the Bank re- 
mained unlimited by any of the provisions of 
the act for regulating the office of Paymaster 
General.—Did you consult any other person 
as to the operation of that act upon the issue 
of money to the paymaster? I did not, 
Whether, in point of fact, in any part of this 
transaction, you did act upon the opinions of 
any other persons conjointly with your own, 
or consult any other person on the subject ? 
No. 

Lxamination of the right hon. George Rose, 

April 13, 1807. 

You are desired to state, when and in 
what manner you became acquainted with 
the transactions relating to Mr. Steele’s two 
drafts. On Monday the 10th February, 
1806, Mr. Thomas, with Mr. Harmood, and 
Mr. Bradshaw, two of the senior clerks of 
the Pay Office, came to my house; and, af- 
ter some conversation on other subjects, 
when they were leaving the room, Mr. Brad- 
shaw, under some appurent embarrassment, 
said he wished to apprize me of a circum- 
stance of an extraordinary nature which had 
occurred in the time of my predecessors : 
that Mr. Steele had, in the year 1800, taken 
two sums of £7,000 and £12,000 out of 
the cash in the hands of the Paymaster Ge- 
neral, on giving his own receipt for the same ; 
which receipt was written by Mr. Wood, 
Deputy Cashier, without any authority hav- 
ing appeared for the same, either from the 
Treasnry or the War office: at which state- 
ment I expressed great surprise, and to Mr. 
Thomas some resentment, at the same hav- 
ing been delayed till I was out of office, and 
could apply no possible remedy, observing, 
the transaction was on the face of it at least a 
most irregular one; but that, from my long 
knowledge of Mr. Steele, I was perfectly 
sure he would be able to explain it, so as to 
acquit himself of having done any thing 
more, than taking upon himself a serious 
responsibility; that he probably had a 
voucher in his possession, but that in any 
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event, ithad been his (Mr. Thomas's) indis- 
pensable duty to remind that gentleman of 
the transaction on his quitting office in 1804, 
in order, thar if it had not been satisfactorily 


explained, he might then have stated it to | | ty 
— ™ communiciting to lord Grenville the’ cir- 


me and my colleagues, on our appointment : 
to which Mr. Thomas answered, he had 
called two or three times at Mr. Steele's 
door, without finding him at home: such a 
justification appeared to render his conduct 
still less excusable ; because if he thought it 
necessary to see Mr. Steele on the subject, 
he certainly should have apprized him of his 
wish to do so, thathe might be sure of meet- 
ing with him. I therefore desired him to 
write to Mr. Steele, to insure his seeing him, 
and tolet me know, on my return from Bug- 
den, whether any interposition of mine with 
Mr. Steele would be necessary : op the 20th, 
Mr. Thomas came to me accordingly, when 
he told me that he had seen Mr. Steele, who 
said generally, that the sums before mention. 
ed as received by him were for army services. 
Whether, subsequent to the communica- 
tion made by Mr. Bradshaw in the presence 
of Mr. Thomas, you had any communica- 
tion with Mr. Steele on the subject ; and if 
so, what was the purport of it? I hada 
personal communication with Mr. Steele on 
the 21st February, which I considered as of 
a private nature, being out of office; but 
the particulars of which I am perfectly wil- 
ling to give.—Mr. Rose being desired to 
proceed, stated, that Mr. Steele declined 
entering into particulars, not feeling himself 
at liberty todo it; that the advances were 
made to a person or persons, he was not 
sure which, for.services of a secret nature ; 
that the whole would be repaic, but he 
could not at that moment exactly fix the 
time, acknowledging that he had no war- 
rant, or other authority for the issue: the 
advice I gave him was, that, under such 
circumstances, I thought he should see ¢i- 
ther lord Grenville, or the present pay-mas- 
ter general, and explain to his lordship, or 
them, so much of the transaction as should 
satisfy them,—the whole, certainly, if they 
should think it necessary ; adding, that it 
was by all comparison better he should do 
that in the first instance from himself, than 
wait to give an explanation when he shoud 
be called upon todo so; especially, as the 
precedent in this case would shew to future 
paymasters general the possibility of their 
taking money placed in the bank on account 
of the public, for their own private accom- 
modation, at any time when they should 
find themselves under a pressing urgency to 
do so, which was plainly against the spirit 
Of the pay-office act. I wrote to him the 
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same evening, enforcing the advice I had 
given to him in the morning ; in answer to 
which I received a letter, dated 23d Februa- 
ry, 18006 :—*‘* I will certainly follow your 
‘* advice, and take an early opportunity of 


‘© cumstances which relate to the issue of 
*‘ the two sums in question: you may 
** therefore, if you think proper, apprize 
“ Mr. Thomas of my _ intention.” 
Whether, on the same day that Mr. Brad- 
shaw made the communication relating 
to Mr. Steele in the presence of Mr. Thoe 
mas, you, in the same conversation, exprese 
sed your willingness to enter in the 
Minute Book a minute, recommending 
to the notice of your successor an increase of 
salary to the six senior Clerks ?—Of that, [ 
have no recollection, as to its having passed 
on that day ; but the measure having been 
agreed on by my colleague and myself pre- 
viously thereto, it may have happened : that: 
upon that day I told them I would enter’ 
the minute. IT have no recollection of the 
minute being ante-dated, but I think it pro- 
bable it may have been so, as on the 10th I 
considered myself completely out of office. 
Rerort oF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
Hovse or Commons, ON THE ComMMER- 
ciaL STATE OF THE West INDIA CoLo- 
nies. Ordered to le printed, August 8, 
1807. 


The Committee who were appointed to take 
into consideration the Commercial State 
of the West India Colonies, and to report 
their proceedings, from time to time, to 
the House of Commons; and who were 
empowered to report the minutes of evi- 
dence taken before them; and to whom 
all minutes of evidence which were taken 
before the Committee in the last Session 
of Parliarnent, on the West India Planters’. 
Petitions, together with their proceedings, 
were referred ; have, pursuant to the or- 
der of the House, examined the matters to 
them referred; and have agreed to the 
following Report: 


Your committee have thought it their 
duty, in the first place, to inquire into the 
situation of the West India Planters at the 
present moment, and for several years pre- 
ceding ; and have examined various respec- 
table witnesses, proprietors‘of estates, who 
have resided many years in the West Indies, 
and who have had the properties of several 
absentees under their management ; and al- 
so many merchants intimately acquainted 
with the expenses and profits of a great ya- 
riety of estates, and generally conversant 
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with the West India Commerce. From 
their testimony it appears, that since the year 
1799, there has taken place a progressive de- 
terioratiop in the situation of the planters, 
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resulting from a progressive diminution of | 


the price of sugar, although at the same time 
the duty, and all the expences attending the 
cultivation, have been increasing, tili at 
length the depression of the market has be- 
conie such, that the prices obtained tor the 
Jast year’s crop will not pay the expence of 
cultivation, except upon estates on a very 
great scale, making sugar of a very superior 
quality, or enjoying other extraordinary ad- 
vantages. Calculations have been Jaid before 
your committee, from the accounts of estates 
both in Jamaica and the other Islands, by 
which it appears, that the British supplies 
and Island expenses amount to 20s. 10. in 
the former, and to 19s. Od. in the latter, on 
the cwt, of sugar, afier accounting and giving 
credit for the amount received for the sale of 
rum. Asthese calculations are formed up- 
on an average of years and upon estates of 
the ordinary scale, and in no respects unu- 
sually circumstanced, it appears to your 
cominittee, that these sums per cwt. of sugar 
inay be taken as the average expense of cul- 
tivation, independent of interest upon the 
capital; and your committee are confirmed 
in this opinion by finding a similar caleula- 
tion in the Report made by the Sugar Dis- 
tillery Committee, in the Jast parliament. 
To this must be added an expense of from 
15s Gd. to 163. per cwt. necessarily incurred 
for freight, insurance and other mercantile 
charges, between the shipping the goods in 
the colonies, and their being offered to mar- 
ket in this kingdom, forming together an 
amount of from 35s. to 303. which appears 
upon this evidence, to be the absolute cost 
to the planter per cwt. of sugar, before any 
return of capital can attach. Upon a re- 
ference to the average prices published in 
the Gazette, for the last eight monihs, 
which vary from 363. to 31s. giving a mean 
price of 33s. 6d, it appears evident, that the 
planters must have cultivated. their estates 
ata loss.-—The interest which has been stated 
to your Committee as what should be the 
fair profitupon a capital of such a nature 
as that of 4 Sugar estate, consisting not 
meiely of land and Negrves, but of buildings 
of great extent and cost, necessary for the 
carrying on of such manufactures, and sub- 
ject to various avd peculiar risks and vicissi- 
tudes,isnot lessthen 10 per ceat.—- Durmg the 
periodof prosperity previot § 0 1950, i. issteted 
that in geveral the profits did not exccest that 
pam; andthat, from that period, they have 
gracuaily diminished to 23 and Jé per cent, 


’ 
‘ 
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till at the present moment, there is no return 
of interest whatever —It may perhaps be 
right to notice one exception, namely, of 
an estate most favourably circum:tanced in 
every respect, where the profits are stated to 
have amounted during the four years 1795, 
1796, 1797 and 1798S, to 12 percent; but 
tliey appear also to have declined ever since; 
in 1801, 1802, 1803, and 18( 4, to have beea 
reduced to about 6 per cent, and in 1805, to 
about 3 percent, aud subsequently to have 
suffered a still tarther reduction—In the 
course of their investigation of the situation 
of the planters, your Committee thought it 
right to ascertain whether it might net be in 
their own power, in many imstances, to re- 
medy the evils of their situation, by convert- 
ing their sugar estates ; toother more profi- 
table cultivation ; but the evidence on that 
point shews, that such a conversion must be 
attended with so great a saciafice of capital, 
as to be out of the question as a measure of 
relief. —With a view to the prospect for the 
future, they have obtained a return of the 
quantity of sugar at present inthe West India 
Docks; from which and from other evi- 
dence, it appears, that the quantity now on 
hand is unusually great for the time of year, 
Thecrop of last year is alsoonthe point of co- 
ming intothe market.—Itshould not be omit. 
ted further to state, that for many years past 
the islands have-almost entirely escaped the 
waturai calamities (of hurricanes, &c.) 
which have occasionally proved destructive 
tothe property in those countries.—In inves- 
tigating the causes of that depression of the 
maraet, from: whence the whole of the 
planter’s distress appears to originate, the first 
object which strikes your Committee, is, 
that extraordinary situation in which he is 
placed, which prevents him alone (inexcept- 
tion to every other similar case) trom indem- 
nifying himself tor the increase of duty, and 
of other expenses attending his cultivation, 
by an equivalent increase of price to the 
consumer. For it appears, that since the 
year 1799, the duty on sugar has been raised 
froin 20s. to 27s, and contingently to 30s, 
per cwt.; the expences of the estates are 
calculated to have risen in many articles 50, 
and in others above 100 per cent; and the 
price has failen {rom 69s. to 33s. 6d. per cw, 
the average of the last eight months, As 
it appears obvious, from the above state- 
ment, that the duty is heavier than the arti- 
cle can bear at its present price, it is suggest- 
ed that it might be expedient, for the relic f 
of the home market, to extend the principle 
which bas deen adopted on the contingent 
increase of duty from 27s. to 30s.; so that 
from the maximum of duty then fixed, on 
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a gross price of 80s, affording 30s. duty and 
50s. to the planter, the duty should be 
thrown back on a similar scale in proportion 
to the depression of the market, till the price 
arrives at GOs. gross, leaving 20s. (the origi- 
nal duty) to government, and 40s. to the 
planter; or, in other words, areduction of 
2s. gross price, from the average then fixed for 
ls. of duty on a reduction of the im. 
position of the new duty, as far as 20s. 
An increase of the bounty on the export has 
been also recommended; and your com- 
mittee are of opinion, that it would afford 
great reliet if given as an accompaniment 
to measures of restriction upon neturals, 
s0 as to render the expences on British and 
foreign produce equal in the foreign market. 
—A considerable depreciation in the price 
of rum having also taken place, it has been 
suggested, that the encouragement of the 
consumption of that article would be a 
considerable advantage to the Planter. Your 
committee are aware that such encourage- 
ment has been given, to a certain extent, 
but if it were found practicable to carry that 
assistance further, by an increased consuinp- 
tion in the army and navy, such a measure 
would, in their opinion, have very bene- 
ficial effects ; or a reduction of daty on rum 
might aftord essential relief to the planter, 
without loss to the revenue, which would 
be indemnified by an increased consump- 
tion of that spirit.—Great, however, as are 
the evils of the decrease of price and increase 
of charges, it does not appear to your com- 
mittee, that they are the original causes of 
the distress of the planter, by applying to 
which alone any practicable remedy, he 
could be more than partially relieved; but 
that the main evil, and that to which these 
are ultimately to be referred, is the very 
unfavourabie state of the foreign market, 
in which formerly the British merchznt en- 
joyed nearly a monopoly, but where he can- 
not at present enter into competition with 
the planters, not only of the netural but 
of the hostile colonies. The result of all 
their enquiries on this most important past 
of the subject has brought before their eyes 
one grand and primary evil, from which 
all the others are easily to be deduced ; name- 
ly, the facility of intercourse between the 
hostile colonies of Europe, under the Ameri- 
can neutral flag, by means of which not 
only the whole of their produce is carried tu 
a market, but at charges litde exceeding 
those of peace ; while a British planter is 
burdened with all the inconvenience, risk, 
aud expence, resulting from astate of war. 
~-The advantages which the hostile colonies 
derive from the relaxation of that principle, | 
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which proltibited any trade from being car- 
ried on with the enemy’s colonies by neu- 
trals during war, which the enemy bimself 
did net permit io those neutrals durivg peace, 
may be ji part estimaicd by reference to 
a statement of the imports into Amsterdam 
alone, froin the United States ot America, 
in the year t OO, amounting to 34,085 hhds. 
of coffee, and 45,007 Lhas. of sugar, con- 
veyed in 211 vessels, hereunto annexed ; 
and to a statement also annexed, of thea- 
mount of West-India produce, exported 
from the United States of America, between 
the 1st. October, 1305, and 30th Sepiember, 
1800. In point of comparative  ex- 
pense, the advantages ct Uw _ hostile 
colonies will be further illustrated by the 
evidence of Mr. Marryat, supported by 
satisfactory documents, which show the 
charges of freight and iasurance on sugar 
from the hostile colonies, through the Uni- 
ted States of America, to the ports of Hol. 
land and Flanders, and to those of the 
Mediterranean, to be less by Ss. lid. to the 
former, and by 12s. Gd. to the Jatter, than 
those charges on British sugars to the same 
ports. —Your committee cannot omit to state 
also another important advantage enjoyed by 
the French colonies, from the sale of near.y 
the whole French mercantile marine to 
neutrals, under the stipulation of each 
vessel being returned into [French ports, ita 
order to be navigated as French ships, within 
twelve months after peace, and with the 
enjoyment, during war, of the same privi- 
leges in the ports of France, as if they were 
aciually French, for instance, to import 
sugar ata duty of 4s. per cwt. less than the 
duty imposed on sugar imported in neutral 
vessels. —In order to counterbalance, in 
sume degree, the advantages thus enjoyed 
by the hostile colonies, to the detriment of 
the British planter, it has been recommend- 
ed, that a blockade of the ports of the 
enemy's settlements should be resorted to; 
such a measure, if it could be strictly en- 
forced, would undoubtedly afford relief 40 
our export trade.—But a measure of more 
permanent and certaia advantage would be 
the enforcement of those restrictions op the 
trade between neutrals and the enemy's 
colonies, which were formerly maintained 
by Great Britain, and from tue relaxation 
of which the enemy's colonies Gbiani m- 
directiy, during war, all the adyapiaces of 
peace ; while our own colonies, 1a tae in- 
tercourse with whom that sys'em @f mono- 
poly which tas been teld essential to le 
commercial and miliary wavy of tats coun- 
try, is rigorously enforced, are deprived 
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wars they carried their produce to the fo- 
reign markets, and which in the present war, 
by means of our decided naval superiority, 
would have amounted to the. exclusive sup- 
ply of the whole of Europe; and when 
those extraordinary measures are taken into 
consideration which have been adopted to 
exclude the Briiish colonial produce from 
the European market, it appears to your 
commitice to be a matter of evident and 
imperious necessity, to resort to such a sys- 
tem, as by impeding and restricting, and, 
as far as possible, preventing the export of 
the produce of the enemy’s colonies from 
the places of its growth, shall compel the 
contingnt to have recourse to the only source 
of supply which, in that event, would be 
open to it.—As it may be apprehended that 
from the adoption of such measures, difli- 
culties might arise in that intercourse, from 
which the West-Indies at present derive a 
considerable proportion of some of their 
supplies, your committee have thought it 
their duty to make inquiry into the resources 
in that respect to which recourse might be 
had in such an event. During the only 
period which affords an example of the 
suspension of that intercourse, the evidence 
concurs as to the fact of a supply having 
been obtained (though not without tempo- 
rary and occasional inconveniences) froin a 
vafiety of sources which may reasonably be 
relied upon, in case of such necessity, at 
the present moment, to a greater amount 
than at the :former period. From the ex- 
amination of persons who, in consequence 
of their residence in the British North Ame- 
rican settlements, or extensive commercial 
connections »with them, possess the best 
information as to their present and future 
resources, there is ground to believe that 
some supply of the principal articles \ of 
lumber might be ebtaived from thence im- 
mediately, and to expect that, with due 
encouragement, the quantity of that supply 
might be increased to any extent,—The 
supply of flour which they could at present 


‘afford to the West India market would be 


small, and of inferior quality. They appear 


to be capable of aftording adarge supply of 


fish, and what deficiency might exist in 
other articles of salt provisions, might be 
made up by supplies from Europe.—Upon 
the whole, the impression which your com- 
mittee have received, is, that the trade now 
carried on between the British West- Indies 
and the United States of America, is very 
convenient and advantageous to the inhabi- 
tants of our colonies, and one which they 
could not relinquish without essential detri- 
ment, unless it were compensated by other 
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advantages; but that it is not essential to 
their existence, or equivalent to the disad- 
vantages of their situaticn, in those respects 
which your committee have already gone 
through in the present statement.—Your 


.committee having briefly stated the dis- 


tressed situation of the West-India Planter 
— the causes which have gradually produced 
his distress, which are beyond his reach to 
remedy, and which must continue to operate 
with increased effect—and having stated such 
measures of relief as have been suggested to 
them, and such as, from the best sources 
of information, appear most adequate to the 
end in view, have only to add, that if those 
remedies are liable to objections and diffi- 
culties, there is on the other hand the 
strongest ‘concurrent testimony and proof, 
that unless some speedy and efficient mea- 
sures of relief are adopted, the ruin of a 
great number of the planters, and of persons 
in this country, holding annuities, and 
otherwise dependent upon those properties 
for their income, must inevitably very soon 
take place, which must be followed by the 
loss of a vast capital, advanced on securities 
in those countries, and by the most fatal 
injury to the commercial, maritime, and 
financial interests of Great Britain. » 





PUBLIC PAPERS. 
Ausrria.— Note of Mr. Canning, English 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
to Prince Stakremlerg, the Austrian 
Amlassador at London, dated London, 

April 25, 1807. 

The undersigned, his Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, bas 
laid before the King the Note delivered to 
hind by Prince Stahremberg, Ambassador 
Extraordinary, and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, in which 
his Jimperial Majesty Offers himself as the 
Mediator of a General Peace. The uncer- 
signed has received it in command from 
the King his Sovereign, to. communicate to 
Prince Stahremberg the inclosed official 
answer to the Note of his Imperial Majesty. 
The king does complete justice to the motives 
that have induced his Imperial Majesty to 
propose a mode of negociation which, by 
embracing the interests of all parties, can 
alone Jead to the restoration of a lasting 
peace, and the permanent tranquillity of 
Europe ; and his Majesty, therefore, accepts 
the offer of his Imperial Mayesty’s mediation, 
so far as he is concerned; but with this 
provision that it shall also be accepted by 
all the other powers involved in the present 


war, 
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NoTE.—His Majesty the Kingofthe United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelard, bas 
received with due regard the cominunication 
of his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, and also | 


justly appreciates the motives which have, 
upon this occasion, determined his Majesty 
to become the Mediator of a General Peace. 


AUGUST 22, 1807.—Qommerce with Russia, &c. 


—The King, who has never ceased to look | 
to a secure and lasting peace as the only | 


object of the war in which he is engaged, 
and who has never refused to listen to any 
proposal which offered the least probability 
of attaining his proposed object, cannot, 
for a moment, hesitate to give his full assent 
to the declared opinion of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, and that such a peace 
is only to be obtained by a generai negocia- 
tion on the part of all the Powers engaged 
in the present war.—The King will have no 
difficulty in entering upon such a negociation, 
as soon as the consent of the other Powers 
interested therein shall have been received. 
His Majesty will, without delay, make the 
necessary communications in this respect 
to those Powers with which he is more 
especially united by the ties of friendship 
and confidence, in order to ascertain their 
views, and in the event of their being fa- 
vourable to the proposition of his Imperial 
Majesty, to consult with them as to the 
mode in which the negociations shall com- 
mence, and, agreeably to his Imperial Ma- 
jesty’s proposition, to come to an understand- 
ing as to the principles which should equally 
form the ground and basis of discussion and 
of a general arrangement.—As to what con- 
cerns the choice of a place to become the 
seat of negociation, any place will be equal- 
ly acceptable to his majesty, provided (ex- 
clusive of the indispensible condition which 
is also expressed in the Note of his Imperial 
Majesty, that it shall be free from all imme- 
diate influence of the events of the war) 
that it affords to his Britannic Majesty, in 
the same degree as to the other Powers, 
the means of a speedy and uninterrupted 
communication with the Plenipotentiaries 
whom his Majesty should send to this Con- 
gress. 


FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Russia.—Note from his Imperial Majesty 
to the General of Infantry, Minister of the 
Land Forces, Chief Commandant at St. 
Peterslurgh, and Knight-Sergeit Kosmiteh 
Wastmitinow.—Tauroggin, June28, 1807. 
Sergei Kosmitsch, the obstinate and san- 
guinary war between Russiaand I’rance, every 
step and every enterprize whereof, has been 
marked with unsbaken fortitude and bravery 
of the Russian troops, has been terminated, 
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thank God, by a peace which was ratified on 
the 27th of this month a beneficial tranquilli- 
tv has been restored ; the integrity abd se- 
curity of the Russian frontiers are secured 
by an increase of territory, and Russia is in- 


_ debted for this solely to the heroic exploits, 


and to the unremitting exertions and zeal 
with which her valiant sons have undaunted- 
ly stepped forward and braved every danger 
even to death itself.—I hasten to inform you 
of this happy event, in order that general 
publicity may be given to it.— ALEXANDER, 


Prussta.—Proclamation addressed ky the 
King of Prussia lo the Subjects of the ceded 
provinces. Dated Memel, July 24, 1807. 
You are acquainted, beloved inhabitants of 

faithful provinces, territories, and towns, 
with my sentiments, and with the events of 
Just year. My arms succumbed under the 
pressure of misfortunes; the exertions of 
the last remains of my army proved fruitless ; 
forced back to the outermost borders of the 
Empire, and even my powerful Ally having 
judged it necessary to conclude an armistice 
and peace, nothing remained with me but 
the wish to restore tranquillity to my coun- 
try ; after the calamites of war, peace was 
concluded, as circumstances dictated; the 
nvost painful sacrifices were required of my- 
self and my House; what ages and worthy 
ancestors, conventions, love, and confi- 
dence, had united, was to be severed ; m 
efforts, the exertions of all who belonged to 
me, were used in vain. Fate ordainsa Father 
to part with his children ; 1 release you from 
all your allegiance to my person and to my 
House. My most ardent wishes for your 
prosperity attend you to your new Sovereign; 
be to him what you were to me; no fate, 
no power, can efface from my bosom and 
from the mind of my family, the remem- 
brance of you.—Freperick WILLraM, 

ComMeERCE witTH Russia —Uhase, issued 
by Order of the Emperor of Russia: dated 
July, 1807. 

The senate having taken intu considerae 
tion the representation of Count Romants 
zoft, in which he sets forth, ‘‘ that theCol, 
lege of Commerce has demanded of him, 
from what date are English merchants, tras 
ding here, to reckon the term of six months 
allowed to itinerant merchants—whether 
from the date of the Imperial Manifesto, 
that is, from the Ist of January of this years 
or from the date on which the English Trea- 
ty of Commerce expired?’’ He, the Ministe, 
of Commerce, following the exact interprer 
tation of the appeilation of itinerant mer- 
chant, in the Imperial Manifesto, does not 
see any sufficient reason for the College of 
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Commerce having put this question; but, 
combining the circumstances of the times, 
and judging by that security which the fo- 
reign merchants on their own account have 
hitherto enjoyed, concludes that they, being 
perhaps in hopes of some change of the Ma- 
nifesto in their favour, and not having yet 
obtained their wish, defer fulfilling the ob- 
ject of the measures which have bee n adopted 
by the Manifesto, and endeavour to lay oe { 
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of the appellation of itinerant mere ae Es for | 


the purpose of remaining six months longer 
in an undeterminate state. ‘The term of 
time for foreign merchants is very clearly 
set down in the Manifesto, and the English 
treaty of commerce can have no plice there, 
which expired on the 25th of March, N.S. 
With respect to foreigners inscribing them- 


selves as itinerant merchants, the 10th arti- | 
cle of the Manifesto again clearly orders that | 


theterm granted to the itincrant merchants 
is to be reckoned from the day of the arrival 
of the foreign trader in Russia, consequently 
foreigners inscribed into Guilds who have 
paid their yearly tax for this year, or such as 
have houses (which is not allowed to the 
class of itinerant merchants); or such as 
have lived a long while in Russia, for pur- 
poses of trade, cannot become itinerant mer- 
chants, 
state of subject, or into the class of foreign 
guests. For these reasons, the Minister of 


but must enter direct either into the | 


Commerce, on representing this subject to , 


>. > + . 
the senate, has applied for an Ukase, in con- 


firmation of the same, as well for foreign 
merchants resident in Rassia, as for those who 
may hereafter come into this empire; an 
in order not to impede commercial transac- 
tions by too sudden an alteration in the si- 
tuation of the merchants, by which they 
would be obliged either to enter into new 
employments, or entirely to put a stop to 
them, ‘* would not the senate think proper 
to allow the following arrangement to be 
made?" viz. That as soon as any petition is 
given in for admitting a foreigner as a guest, 
the Duma, or City Council, should give the 
petitioner a certificate, empowering him to 
carry on business in conformity with his fu- 
ture infended calling, and after that the Du- 
ma might collect from them the information 
nécessary “for their introduction into the 
rights and obligatiolis attached to guests, as 
ordered by articles 5 and 12 of the Manifes- 
to.—It is therefore ordered, that it be made 
known to the Minister of Commerce, that 
the senate, finding the representation which 
he has made in consequence of the question 
of the College of Commerce, relative to the 
term allowed by the Man‘festo of the Ist of 
peanaary of this year, to fcyeign itinerant 
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merchants, and relative to those foreigners 
who are inscribed in Guilds, and have paid 
the yearly tax, or have houses, or have lived 
soine time in the Russian empire for the pur- 
poses of trade, that they cannot become iti- 
nerant merchants, but must become subjects, 
or foreign guests; and finding that represen- 
tation just, and conformable tothe meaning 
and intent of the Imperial Manifesto, leaves 
it to the Minister of Cou, nerce te ratify and 
mike known thesame to those who 
reside in cheng as well as tothose who may 
come hereafter, by publications in the Ga- 
zettes of Moscow and Petersburgh. And 
that this Ordinance should also be putin due 
execution, on the part of the administration 
of provinces, proper instructions are to be 
made out to them, that they, in conformity 
with the representation of the Minister of 
Commerce, and to avoidimpeding the course 
of commercial affairs, by allowing too short 
a period, should instruct the city councils to 
proceed in the following manner, viz. As 
soon as any petitions for inscription, as fo- 
reign guests, are presented by foreigners, the 
city council receiving from them the neces- 
sary documents, ag “stipulated by articles 5 
and 12 of the Manifesto, by which they can 
be introduced into the rights and obligations 
attached to guests, are at the same time to 
give the petitioners certificates, purporting 
that they are at liberty to prosecute their bu- 
siness as foreign guests, even before all the 
formalities necessary for their complete in- 
scription are gone through. Whereof 
per notice is to be given to all provincial 
courts and governors in Petersburgh and 
Moscow, to the Minister of the interior, 
and to the Colleges of Commerce and Fo- 
reign Affairs, July, 1807,—1st Depart- 
ment, 
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Ordonnance of the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Quimper, on the subject of the Conscrip- 
tion of 1808, and ordering the Priests to 
leg of God to put a stop to the Persecu- 
tions which the Catholic Church suffers in 
Ireland. From the Moniteur, dared July 
13, 1807. 

Pierre Vincent Dombidau de Croseiil- 
hes, by the Grace of God, and authority of 
the Holy See, Bishop of Quimper, member 
ef the Legion of Honour, to the clergy and 
faithful of his diocese; health and benedic- 
tion :—-— My dear brethren,—A new con- 
scription imposes upon you the sacred obli- 
gation of rallying under the standard of the 
hero who governs. We shall recal] to you 
those principles which we bave heretotore 
enforced under similar circumstances. We 
have seen, with the most lively consolation, 
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that those who were at one time deaf to the 
voice of religion, and of their country, have 
hastened to make reparation for tliat mo- 
ment of foily, by obeying their holy autho- 
rity. Yes, my dear brethren, the divine re- 
ligion which you profess imposes upon you 
the sacred duty of fighting tor your country ; 
your spiritual pastors call you to this wichout 
ceasing; they refuse to grant you absolution, 
to admit you to the Lord’s table, so long as 
you persist in a resolution, ws contrary to re 


ligion and justice, as to those sentiments of 


honour and bravery, which always distin- 
guish the intrepid and religious inhabitants 
of these countries. Without doubt we pity 
your sacrifices, for no people of this vast em- 
pire are more attached to their paternal 
hearths ; your manuers, your language, ren- 
der you almost strangers to ail other coun- 
tries. But if you leave your dearest friends, 
you will find, in your august Lmperor, the 
most tender father. With what active soli- 
citude does he watch so often the fatigues 
of his brave soldiers! And when the infirmi- 
ties, to which they are 2!i too often subject, 
or honourable wounds contine them in hos- 
pitals, what cares, what abundant and gene- 
rous succours, does he not bestow upon 
them! He has been seen, my beloved bre- 
thren, to honour their attachment and bra- 
very, by dressing, with his own royal hands, 
those heroic and affecting victims of war, 
Can your sacritices have a more sacred ob- 
ject ? The end you have in view, is to free 
your country from the domineering ambition 
of that government (1), which places its only 
glory and happiness in the calamities of other 
nations. _ For many years, people the most 
interested to live in peace with France have 
been shedcing their blood in unjust wars, 
conjured up by intrigue and corruption. But 
He who reigns on high in the Heavens, and 
who judges nations and kings, hath suffi- 
ciently proved to the astonished world, that 
he dissipates when he pleases, the most for- 
midable leagues, and that ‘‘ it is by Him 
that kings reign.” ——It is He, my beloved 
brethren, who inspires ovr august Emperor 
with that spirit of moderation, and of wis- 
dom, which the most just resentments, andthe 
most splendid trophies of victory, cannot alter, 
Of that intoxication of glory, from which the 
noblest minds have had the greatest dithculry 
to preserve themselves, his soul, more lofty 
still, has no knowledge. He calls to kings, 
tottering on their thrones, trom whence he 
is well assured he can precipitate them, if he 
does but give the signal for combat: ‘ Why 
d¢strey your subjects? J] put no value on a 
victory which must be purchased by the lives 
ob many of my children (2).’ And when, 
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sovereign of their states, he could have im= 
posed upon them burthensome conditions, 
he always proposes to them honourable 
terms. Alas, it is because he feels the value 
of his subjects* biood, and has exhausted the 
honours which*eccmmon conquerors obtain ! 
His genius points out to him a glory more 
mild,-more dear to his heart, the glory of 
ameliorating every thing, of improving every 
thing in his vast empire, and of causing to 
sprog out of this tertile earth, new sources 
of prosperity and of honcur. When one 
sees him, my beloved brethren, divide all the 
fatigues and all the dangers of war—trace 
with the same hand, and under his tent, the 
plans of a campaign—prepare for new victo~ 
ries, and employ himself with solicitude in 
every thing which can contribute to the hap- 
piness of his subjects (3)—re-establish those 
sacred institutions, which ensure support and 
consolation to infirmity and mistortunes— 
assign to the poor such instruction as is ne- 
cessiry to their weltare—appropriate distinc- 
Lions and recompence to the talents, the zeal, 
and the virtues of those venerable pastors 
(4), who think that they are unknown, save 
to God alone—honour with the most affects 
ing sensibility, the memory of a bishop (5), 
who had become a kind of visible providence 
of that diocese, which was indebted to him 
for peace, and all the other blessings of 
which real charity and religion are the source, 
soften the regret of the whole Gallican 
church, and the profound grief of his own 
particular church ; what Frenchman's heart 
is there, which does not bless with transport 
the Divine Providence, tor having given him, 
as Emperor and King, to that splendid mag- 
nigcent empue, which was aimost buried 
inder its own bloody ruins, the only man 
who could repair its sufferigs, and cover, 
with the veil of his own iors, those periods 
which had dishonovred it —With what live- 
ly sentiments of love and gratitude will you 
learn, my beloved brethren, that faras he ts 
separated from you, and in spite of the great 
events which he prepares, and which uccupy 
his thoughts, you are always present to his 
heart. He regrets his not having yet been 
able to visit these cyuntries:—* We regret 
not having yet visited them; but one of the 
first yournies which we shail make, after our 
return to our own states, shall be to see with 
our own eyes so interesting a part of our 
own people (0)."——Yes, you slrali see, my 
beloved brethren, that immortal deliverer, 
who has freed you from the horrors of anar. 
chy, and of civil discord—that instrument of 
Providence who bas re-opened our templos, 
and restored our altars. He shall hear the 
acclamjations of your gratitude and of your 
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fove. They will prove to the eternal ene- 
my (7) of the glory and prosperity of France, 
that all its perfidions efforts and intrigues 
will never be able to alienate from him your 
religious and faithful hearts. For a moment 
it had seduced you, at that unhappy epoch 
when anarchy ravaged this desolated land, 
and when its tmpious furies overturned your 
temples, and profaned your altars. It only af- 
tected concern for the re-establishment of our 
holy religion, in order to rend and ravage our 
country.—Scee the sufferings it (England) 
inflicts on that nation (8), Catholic like you, 
which is subject toits dominion. The three 
last ages present only the afflicting picture of 
a people, robbed of all its religious and civil 
sights. In vain the most enlightened men 
of that nation have protested against the ty- 
rapnical oppression. A new persecution has 
ravished from them even the hope of seeing 
an end to their calamities: an inflamed and 
misled people (9) dares applaud such injus- 
tice. Itinsults with sectarian fanaticism the 
Catholic religion, and its venerable chief ; 
and it is that government, which knows not 
how to be just towards its own subjects, that 
dures to calumniate this, which has given us 
security and honour.—Whilst the Irish Ca- 
tholics groan beneath laws so oppressive, Our 
august Emperor does not contine himself to 
the protection and establishment of that re- 
ligion in his own states ; he demanded, 

his treaty with Saxony, that it should sine 
enjoy the same liberty as other modes of 
worship.—But the happiness, so dear to your 
hearts, my brethren, of being able to enjoy, 
with security, all the consolations of the re- 
ligion of your fathers, will only render you 
more sensible of the miseries of that portion 
of the Catholic church (10) : spread through 
all countries, it is always united by bonds of 
the same faith with the different churches; 
it partakes of their tribulations, and is inte- 
rested in their prosperity. Faithful to these 
sentiments and principies, let us address the 
God of all vows and prayers to turn aside 
from the Irish Catholic church, this new 
storm with which it is menaced.—Impelled 
by these causes, we ordain as follows :—Art. 
I. Our present Ordonnaice shall be read at 
the time of the sermon, in the public service, 
on Sunday the 7th of June, in the Cathedral, 
and in all the other Churches, on the Sun- 
day after it is reccived.——Art. If. There 
shall be said, every day, in divine service, in 
order to pray God to put a stop to the perse- 
cution which the Catholic Church of Ire- 
land suffers, the prayer “‘ Against Persecu- 
torsof the Church,” the ‘‘ Secret,” and the 
** Post Communion,” as long as_ that perse- 
ution shall continue. * Given at Quimper, 
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1807.—Prerre Vincent, Bishop 
Secre- 


June 1, 
cf Quimper.—Le Ciancue, Priest, 
tary.— By order of the Bishop. 

(1) England.—(2) Letter of his Majesty 
the Emperor and King, to the King of Pruse 
sia, before the battle of Jena —(3) The ma- 
ny decrees, which establish associations, 
bound by their vow to the service of hospi- 
tals, and the instruction of the poor.—— (4) 
Decree of his Maje esty, which raises, for 
their merit, the clergy of the second class to 
those of the first pun 4 Letter of his Majesty, 
to his Excellency the Minister of Divine 
Worship, ordering him to cause a statue of 
the Bishop ot Vannes ‘to be erected in that 
Cathedral.—(60) Letter of his Majesty, to his 
Excellency the Minister of Divine Worship 
——(7) England. —(8) Ireland.—(y) The 
English people. (10) The Irish Catholic 
Church. 





———— FF 


Continentan War. —— Eightieth Bul- 
letin of the Grand French Army. 
(Concluded from page 248.) 

[Here follow the names of some offi- 
cers who signalized themselves. ] ‘the 
sons of the senators, Perignon, Clement de 
Ris, and Garran Coulon, died with honour 
in the field of battle——Marshal Ney pro- 
ceeded to Gumbunnin, secured some of the 
enemy’s parks of artillery, many wounded 
Russians, and took a great number of pri- 
soners. 





82d Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 
Tilsit, June 22. An armistice has 
been concluded upon the proposition of the 
Russiax. eeneral. (Here tollows the armis- 
tice.) ‘Lhe French army occupies all the 
Thalweg of the Niemen, so that there only 
remains to the Ki ing of Prussia the town and 
territories of Memel. 
Proclamation of the Emperor and King to 
the Grand Army. 
Soldiers,—On the 5th of June we were 
attacked in cur cantonments by the Russian 
army. The enemy mistook the causes of 
our inactivity. He found tco late that our 
repose was that of the lion—he regrets hav- 
ing disturbed it —In the affairs of Guttstadt, 
Heilsberg, and the ever memorable one of 
Friedland, in a ten days campaign, in short, 
we tcok 120 pieces of cannon, 7 standards ; 
killed, wounded, or took 60,000 Russians, 
carried off all the enemy’s magazines and 
hospitals. Konigsberg, the 300 vessels that 
were there, laden with ali sorts of ammuni- 
tion, 160,000 fusils sent by England to arm 
our enemies.—I'rom the banks of the Vistula 
we have reached the borders of the Niemen 
with the rapidity of the eagle. Yok celebra- 
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ted at Austerlitz the anniversary of the coro- 
nation ; you celebrated this year, in an ap- 
propriate manner, the battle of Marengo, 
which put a period to the second coalition.— 
Frenchmen, you have been worthy of your- 
selves and of me. 
covered with laurels; after having obtained 
a glorious peace, which catries with it the 
guarantee of its curation. It is time that our 
country should live at rest, secure from the 
malignant influence of England. My bene- 
fits shall prove to you my gratitude, and the 
full extent of the love | bear you.u—At the 
Imperial Camp at Tilsit, June 22. 


93d Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 


You willretury to France | 


AUGUST. 22, 1807.—Continental War. 





Tilsit, June 23.—Annexed is the ca- | 


pitulation of Neisse.——The garrison, 6000 
strong in infantry and 300 in cavalry, defiled 
on the 16th before Prince Jerome. We 
found in the place 300,000 pounds of pow- 
der, and 300 pieces of cannon. 





84th Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 
Tilsit, June 24. 





| isting generation. 
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A position so formidable is the result of suc- 
cesses the most brilliant; and while the ene- 
my’s army flies routed and destroyed, more 
than half the French army has not fired a 
musket. 





85th Bulletin-of the Grand French Army. 

Tilsit, June 24, To-morrow the two 
Emperors of France and Russia are to have 
an interview. For this purpose a pavilion 
has been erected in the middle of the Nie« 
men, to which the two monarchs will repair 
from each of its banks,—Few sights will be 
more interesting. The two sides of the ri- 
ver will be lined by the two armies, while 
their chiefs confer on the means ef re-esta- 
blishing order, and giving repose to the ex- 
The Grand Marshal of 
the Palace, Duroc, went yesterday, at 3 in 
the afternoon, to compliment the Emperor 
Alexander. Marshal Count Kalkreuth was 
presented this day to the Emperor: he re- 
mained an hour in his Majesty’s cabinet. — 





The corps of Marsha] Lannes was reviewed 


The Marshal of the | 


Palace, Duroc, went on the 24th to the | 
head-quarters of the Russian army, on the | 


other side of the Niemen, to exchange the 


ratifications of the armistice, which had been | 


ratified by the f mperor Alexander. On the 
24th, Prince Labaroff having demanded an 


audience of the Emperor, was admitted on | 


the same day at two in the afternoon ; he 


remained a long time in the cabinet with his | 


Majesty. Gen. Kaikreuth is expected at 
the head-quarters to sign the armistice with 
the King of Prussia.—On the ith of June, 


this morning by the Emperor. He made 
several promotions, gave rewards to those 
who distinguished themselves by their bra- 
very, and expressed his satisfaction to the 
Saxon cuirassiers. 


86th Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 
Tilsit, June 25 ——tThis day, at one, the 
Emperor, accompanied by the Duke of Berg, 
Prince Neufchatel, Marshal Bessieres, the 
Marshal of the Palace Duroc, and the Grand 
Equerry Caulaingourt, embarked on the 


_ banks of the Niemen, in a boat prepared for 


at 4 o'clock in the morning, the Prussians | 


attacked Druezewo in great force; Gen. 
Claparede sustained the enemy's fire; Mar- 
shal Massena rushed along the line, repulsed 
the enemy, and disconcerted their projects ; 
the 17th’ regiment ‘of light infantry main- 
tained its regulation; Gen. Montbrun dis- 
tinguished: himself; a detachment of the 
28th light infantry, and a picquet of the 
25th dragoons, put the Cossacks to flight. 





All the enterprizes of the enemy against our | 
posts, on the 1ith and 12th inst. turned to | 


their own confusion. It is already seen by 
the armistice, that the left wing of the French 
army supports itself on the Curisch Haff, at 
the mouth of the Niemen, from whence 


our line extends itself towards Grodno; the | 


Tight, commanded by Marshal Massena, 
Teathes to the confines of Russia, between 
the sources of the Narew and the Bug. The 
head-quarters are about to be removed to 
Konigsberg, where every day new discove- 
ties are made of provisions, am:nunition, 
aud other effects, belonging to the enemy.— 


the purpose. They proceeded to the mide 


| dle of the river, where Gen. Lariboissiece, 


commanding the artillery of the guard, had 
caused a raft to be placed, and a pavilion 
erected upon it. Close by it was another 
raft and pavilion for their Majesties’ suite. 
At the same moment the Emperor Alexan- 
der set out from the right bank, accompanied 
by the Grand Duke Constantine, Gen. Ben- 
nigsen, Gen. Ouwaroff, Prince Labanoff, and 
his principal Aid-de-Camp Count Lieven.— 
The two boats arrived at the same instant, 
and the two Emperors embraced each other 
as soon as they sat foot on the raft. They 
entered together the saloon which was pre- 
pared for them, and remained there two 
hours. The conference having been con- 
cluded, the persons composing the suite of 
the two Emperors were introduced. The 
Emperor Alexander paid the handsomest 
compliments to the officers who accompas 


_hied the Emperor, who, on his part, had a 


long conversation with the Grand Duks 
Constantine and Gen. Fennigsen.——Tlas 
7 
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‘at Schlatkow, in the Swedish territory. 
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conference having terminated, the two Em- 
perors embarked ‘each in his boat. It is 
supposed that the conference bas had the 
happiest result. Shortly after, Prince Laba- 
noff went to the French head-quarters, An 
agreement has taken place that one half of 
the town of Tilsit is to be rendered neutral. 
The apartrents appointed there for the re- 
s‘dence of the Emperor of Russia and his 
court have been fixed upon. ‘Lhe imperial 
Russian guard will pass the river, and be 
quariered in that part of the city destined to 
that purpose.—Tie vast number of persons 
belonging to each army, who flocked to both 
banks of the river to view this scene, render- 
ed it the more interesting ; as the spectators 
were brave men, who came from the exstre- 
mities of the world. 
General Orders. 

Head-quarters at Stetten, July 10.—The 
corps of observation of the grend army must 
return an attack, and advance into Swedish 
Pomerania.--On the 18th of April an armi- 





stice was concluded at Schlatkow, which was 
to have continued until 10 days should have 
expired after notice bad been given of the 
intention to resume hostilities. 1n conse- 
quence of some subsequent conferences be- 
tween the commanding generals, the term 
of 10 days was extended to 30 days by an 
additional article, signed the 29th of the 
same month.—The latter arrangement ex- 

erienced no kind of difficulties: but his 
Majesty the King of Sweden appeared in 
Pomerania, assumed the command of his ar- 
my, and immediately declared his intention 
to acknowledge merely the first stipulation 
of a term of ten days. At the same time the 
Swedish navy, in spite of the armistice, 
eommitted hostilities before Colberg against 
the corps of French troops and their allies 
which besieged that place: Jn this state of | 
affairs, an explanatory correspondence arose 
between the commanding general, and the 
King of Sweden proposed a conference to 
me, in order to put an end to the subsisting 
differences; which conference was to be held 


Hopes were then entértained, that the oppo- 
sition his Majesty experienced, arose merely 
from his wish to conduct the affairs himself, 
and that the conference proposed might 
perhaps lead ta peaceful overtures, and some 
permanent arrangement.——On the 4th of 
June, I accordingly proceeded to Schlatkow, 
attenced by 5 or O officers of the staff, and 
by as many orderly gens d’armes, The aid. 
de-camps of his Swedish Majesty had de- 
clared to me, that the King was at Schlat- ’ 
kow, almost without an escort, attended | 
merely bya retinue by no means numerous. | 


’ 





—On my arrival I found the house where the 
King was, without guards, but in the courta 
squadron of horse was drawn up in order of 
battle. Being alone admitted to the Prince, 
] represented to him the object of the con- 
ference, but he interrupted me almost im- 
mediately, and declared, that his determina- 
tion in favour of the term of the first ar- 
mistice was unalter: ble, and thus cut off all 
questions, which were to form the object of 
the conference. Europe will learn it with 
indignation, because the laws of nations, 
and the laws of honour, were violated ; he 
dared to propose to the French general, to 
one of the first subjects of the Emperor Na- 


| poleon, to betray his sovereign and his coun- 


try ; to espouse the cause of the English un- 
der the disgraceful banner of a band of de- 
serters, who feel neither for the happiness of 
their native country, por share in its glory. 
Since that conference, the King caused the 
above hostilities before Colberg to be conti- 
nued, and others to be continued at the 
mouth of the Trave. He has drawn from 
England both money and soldiers; he has 
collected as many fugitives and deserters as 
came within his reach, and full of confidence 
in his force, he gave on the 30th of this 
month notice, that at the expiratior of ten 


_ days the armistice would be at an end; he 


gave that notiee at the very moment when 
he could be informed of the change of dispo- 
sitions on the part of Russia and Prussia —— 


| The hostilities with Sweden recommence 
therefore on the 13th of this month. We 
might begin them sooner, because the king’s 
, conduct has been nothing but a series of 
| violations and infringements; but it is a 
| prominent feature in the character of our 


sovereign to be as great in magnanimity and 


| moderation, as he is through his genius and 


heroic exploits. Europe will know how to 
appreciate such conduct, and discern those 
who wish to prolong the scourge of war.— 
The French troops will vie with those of the 


| allies in discipline and valour; they will not 


forget that the Emperor Napcleon has his 
regards fixed on them, and feel confident 
that we shall all deserve his approbation by 
our attachment.—Marsuar Brune. 





8714 Bulletin of the Grand French Army. 

Konigsberg, July 12.—The Emperors. of 
France and Russia, after 20 days residence 
at Tilsit, where the Imperial Palaces were 
in the same street, and at no great distance, 
took leave of each ether with the greatest 
cordiality, at three oclock in the afternoon 
ef the gth. The Journal which contains an 
yecount of what passed between them will 


be very interesting to both nations.—At half 
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past four, the Emperor Napoleon having re- 
ceived a visit from the King of Prussia, “who 

came to take his leave, set out for Kouigs- 
berg, where he arrived at 10 at night. ‘The 
King of Prussia went to Memel.-— Yesterday 
the :mperor Napoleon inspected the port of 
Konigsberg, in a boat manned by the impe- 
rial guard To-day his Majesty will review 
Marshal Soult’s corps, and at two o'clock to 
morrow, he will set out for Dresden. —The 


number of Russians killed in the battle of 


Friedland amounts to 17,500, the prisoners to 
40,000; 18,000 of whom have already pass- 
ed through kKonicsberg, 7000 remain sick ia 
the hospitals, and the rest have been con- 
ducted to Thorn and Warsaw. Orders have 
been issued to send them home to Russia, 
without delay ; 7000 have already returned 
agaito Konigsberg. ‘Those in France are 
to be formed into provisional regiments. 
YVhe Emperor has ordered them to be cloath- 
ed and arméed.——'‘Lhe ratifications of the 
trealy of peace between France and Russia 
were exchanged at Tilsit, on the Oth. The 
ratification of the treaty of peace between 
France and Prussia, wil] be exchanged her 
this day ——The plenipotentiaries charged 


with these negociations were, on the part of 


France, the Prince of Benevento; Princes 
Kurakin and Labanoff, on the part of Rus- 
sia: on the part of Prussia, Field Marshal 
Coant Kalkreuth, and the Count de Goltz. 
— After such events as these, one cannot but 
stnile when the great English expedition is 
mentioned, and at the new frenzy which 
animates the King of Sweden. Besides, we 
may remark that the army of observation, 
between the Elbe and the Oder, is 70,0u0 
strong, exclusive of the grand army, without 
mcluding the Spanish divisions, which are 
now upon the Oder also. It was, therefore, 
necessary for England to have brought her 
whole force together, her soldiers, her vo- 
Junteers, fencibles, &c. in order to have 
made a diversion of any interest. But when 
we take into our account, that England, un- 
der the present circumstances, has sent 6000 
men to Egypt only to be slanghtered by the 
Arabians, and 7000 men to the Spanish 
Vest Indies, we can alone feel sentiments of 
pity for the extravagant avarice with which 
that cabinet # tormented.——Tne peace of 
‘Tilsit puts an end to the operations of the 
army; notwithstanding this, all the Prussian 
coasts and ports will be shut against the Eng- 
lish ; and it is probable that the continental 
blockade will not prove a mere sound.—— 
The Porte is included in the treaty. Tue 
revolution which lately occurred at Constan- 
tinople, “was an anticbristian revolution, 
whieh has nothing ia common with tke po- 


AUGUST 22, 1807.~—-Prorogation of Parliament. 
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licy of Europe.—The Adjutant-Commandant 
Guilleminot is gone to Bessarabia, where he 
will communicate to the Grand Vizier the 
intelligence of the peace, and the liberty 
given to the Porte to take part in it, as well 
as of the conditions of the treaty in which 
the Porte is interested. 

DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT Speeck 

of the Lords Commissioners, on» Pro- 

roguing Parliament, Friday, August 14, 

1807. 

My Lerds and Gentlemen,—We have 
it in command from his Majesty to express 
the satisfaction with which he finds himself 
enabled to give you that recess which, after 
the great and diligent exertions w hich you 
have made in the dispatch of public business, 
miustat this advanced season of the year he so 
peculi arly desirable —His Majesty has been 
graciously pleased to direct us to retarn you 
his thanks for the steady loyalty and attach- 
ment to his person aml government, and the 
zealous devotion to the pablic service which 
have charac terise d ail your deliberations, and 
most especially te th: nk you fer the season- 
able exertions, which you have enabled him 
to make for the angmentation of the mili- 
tary force of his king Jom.—— Gentlemen 
of the House of C ‘ommons,—His Majesty 
has commanded usto return you bis warm- 
est thanks for the supplies which you have 
granted with so much cheerfulness for the 
current year; and when he considers the 
provision which you bave made for those 
contingent and untoreseen services which 
the events of the war may-render necessary, 
his Majesty has the great satisfaction of ree 
cogaising the wisdom wherewith, in a time 
of extraordinary difficulties, you have anti- 
cipated the possible demands which those 
difficulties may occasion.—My Lords and 
Gentlemen,—His Majesty commands us to 
assure you, that he deepiy deplores the un- 
fortunate issue of the war upon the Conti- 
nent. The immense extension of the 
power anc influence of Franee, and the un- 
disguised cetermination of the enemy toim- 
ploy the means and resources of those coun- 
tries which he possesses or controuls, for the 
purpose of effecting the ruin of his Majesty’s 
kingdom, undoubledly presenta formidable 
view of 1 the dangers and difficulties which’ 
the country has to encounter. But his Ma- 
jesty ed that the loyal and brave people 
over whom: he reigns are not to be daunted 
or disheartened. From the recollection of 
those difficulties under which his people have 
successfully struggled, and of those dangers 
which they have happily surmounted, his 
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Majesty derives the consolation of believing, 
that the same spirit and perseverance which 
have hitherto remained unbroken will con- 
tinue to be exerted with unabated vigour and 
success.—And while his Majesty commands 
us to repeat the assurances of his constant 
readiness to entertain any proposals which 
may lead to asecure and honourable peace, 
he commands us at the same time to express 
his confidence that his parliament and his 
people will feel with him, the necessity of 
persevering in those vigorous efforts which 
alone can give the character of honour to 
any negotiation, or the prospect of security 
or permanency to any peace. His Majesty, 
therefore, trusts that his parliament and his 
people will always be ready to support him 
in every measure which may be necessary to 
defeat the designs of his enemies against the 
independence of his Majesty’s dominions, 
and to maintain against any undue preten- 
sions, and against any hostile confederacy, 
those just rights which his Majesty is always 
desirous to exercise with temper and mo- 
deration, but which, as essential to the ho- 
nour of his Crown and true interests of his 
people, heis determined never to surren- 
der.—Then a commission for proroguing the 
parliament was read: after which the Jord 
chancellor prorogued it to the 24th of Sep- 
tember. 








BisruTe witH AMERICA. Admiral 
Berkeley's Order for Searching the Ameri- 
can Frigate, the Chesapeak; dated Hali- 
jax, Nova Scotia, June 1, 1807, and 
addressed to the resbective Captains and 
Commanders of His Majesty's Ships and 
Fessels on the North American Station. 

By the hon. G C, Berkeley, Vice-Ad- 
miral of the White, and Commander in 

Chief of his Majesty’s ships and vessels em- 

ployed in the River St. Laurence, along the 

coast of Nova-Scotia, the ' Islands of St. 

John, and Cape Breton, the Bay of ’ 

and at and about the Island of Burmuda, or 

Summer Islands :—Whereas many seamen, 

subjects of his Britannic Majesty, and serv- 

ing in his ships and vessels, as per margin*, 
while at anchor in the Chesapeak, deserted 
and entered on board the United States fri- 
gate, called the Chesapeak, and openly pa- 
raded the streets of Norfolk, in sight of 
their officers, under the American flag, 
protected by the magistrates of the town, 





§.* Belleisle, Bellona, Triumph, Chiches- 
ter, Halifax, and Zenobia cutter. 
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and the recruiting officer belonging to the 
abovementioned American frigate, which 
magistrates and naval officer refused giving 
them up, although demanded by his Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s consul, as well as the cap. 
tains of the ships from which the said men 
had deserted. The captains and comman- 
ders of his majesty’s ships and vessels under 
my command, are therefore hereby requir- 
ed and directed, in case of meeting with the 
American frigate the Chesapeak, at sea, and 
without the limits of the United States, to 
shew to the captain of her this order, and to 
require to search his ship, for the deserters 
from the abovementioned ships, and to pro- 
ceed and search for the same; and if a simi- 
lar demand should be made by the Ameri- 
can, he is to be permitted to search for any 
deserters from their service, according to the 
customs and usage of civilized nations, on 
terms of peace and amity with each other. 
G. C. Berkeley. 








Votunteers.—Circular Letter from Lord 
Hawkeslury, to the Lords Lieutenant of 
Counties, dated Whitehall, 5th Aug. 
1807. 

I have the honour to acquaint you, that 
it has been deemed expedient by his Majes- 
ty’s government, that such corps of volun- 
teers, infantry and artillery, as have not 
completed their twenty-six days’ exercise for 
the present year, should have the option of 
assembling upon permanent pay and duty, 
under the regulations which were in force in 
the year 1805 (by which the officers. will 
be entitled to full pay, and the non-commis- 
sioned officers, drummers, and privates, to 
one shilling per diem bounty money, for the 
days during which they may remain so as- 
sembled) and subject to the following re 
strictions.—The period for which these corps 
will be allowed to remain assembled must 
not exceed the mumber of days wanting to 
complete their twenty-six days drill for the 
present year, and must, in no case, be less 
than ten, or more than fourteen days: con- 
sequently this permission can be granted to 
such corps only as shal] not have performed 
more than sixteen days exercise during the 
present year.—I take this opportunity of ac- 
quainting you, that no extra pay will be al- 
lowed foi inspections, as it is conceived’ that 
they may take place on the days of drill, with 
little if any additional inconvenience to the 





corps I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, (Signed) 
HaAWwKEsBU RY. 
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